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Editorial 
 

I sent out the last edition of the Gazette with a rather heavy heart, feeling that it was well below our 

usual standard but it is with great pleasure that I am writing this editorial because so many of you 

responded to my plea for contributions which have filled this edition to bursting.  Very many thanks 

to all of you who have sent me articles. They have come from not only our regular stalwarts but also 

from three new members, so thanks to Pete Halmkin, Richard Rawlingson and Jerzy W. Kupiec-

Weglinski to whom I offer a warm welcome. 

 

The fourteen pieces provide a very wide range of topics which hopefully will provide something of 

interest to every reader. Many of the articles are the result of painstaking research which has 

unearthed hidden stories behind the covers featured. How rewarding for the writers and how 

fascinating for us all. 

 

I am delighted that the Zoom meetings continue to be a popular event with the number of attendees 

regularly around the twenty mark.  As with the Gazette, the quality of the material shown and the 

depth of knowledge of the presenters is, I think, extremely high. So once again I offer my thanks to 

all who have contributed to the Zoom meetings over the past months. 

 

Now, as you no doubt expect, comes my usual plea for material! So, no resting on your laurels, 

please keep your contributions coming for both the Gazette and the Zoom meetings. As I always 

remind you, we are a very small group and we would not exist without material from the 

membership. Large articles are great but also nothing is too small. When you get to page 28 you will 

see I have included illustrations of some I.A. book matches and I haven’t said a word about them. So 

please make a contribution large or small – but something! 

 

Finally, I wish you all Best Wishes for Christmas and a Happy and Peaceful New Year.  
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Flight No. AN1 – 12
th

 to 13
th 

March 1931 – Juba, Sudan to Khartoum  

An Unscheduled Overnight Stop in Kosti  
 

By Pete Halmkin 

 
 

     Wed 11
th
 /  Thurs 12

th
            Thurs 12

th
    Thurs 12

th
         Thurs 12

th
 / Fri 13

th
 Fri 13

th
 

                    Juba            Shambe   Malakal       Kosti Khartoum 

Arr. 

18:00 

 Dep. 

06:00 

Arr. 

08:05 

Dep. 

09:15 

Arr. 

12:05 

Dep. 

14:10 

Arr. 

17:40  

Dep. 

06:10 

Arr. 

08:40 
 

 

The flight from Juba set off at 06:00 and, following the course of the White Nile River, was 

scheduled to land at Malakal and Kosti before reaching Khartoum in the late afternoon. However 

owing to strong head winds an extra stop was made in Shambe on the southern edge of the Sudd 

district for petrol. 

The Flight Engineer on the Short S.8 Calcutta Flying boat G-AASJ ‘City of Khartoum’, Mr 

A.C.Blay, noted in the flight log: 

 

“We landed at Shambe at 8.5 a.m. and had to wait for nearly three quarters of an hour before the petrol came 

out to us. In the meantime naked natives with huge spears peered at us through the rushes. There are no white 

men there at all. We got away at last at 9.15 a.m. and flew once again over the Sudd to Malakal where we 

landed at 12.5 p.m. At 2.10 p.m. after a nasty side wind takeoff in the narrow river we tried to make Khartoum 

in one hop but the delay at Shambe and the head wind beat us and we found we should not be there until after 

dark. It was then decided that the night should be spent at Kosti, where we landed at 5.40 p.m. After a night 

spent sleeping or trying to sleep in the open, but being kept awake by the continual beating of tom-toms away 

somewhere in the bush, we took off for the last stage on Friday, the 13th at 6.10 a.m. arriving safely at 

Khartoum at 8.40 a.m.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Torit via Juba to Great Britain 

 

The letter left Torit in Equatoria Province on Wednesday 10th March, arriving in Juba, 135 miles to the west, 

the same day. It was put on the northbound first flight which arrived from Butiaba, Uganda during the evening 

of 11th March and left at 6am the next day. 
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Question answered 
 
In the June 2022 Gazette Richard Rawlingson’s cover carried on an additional Eastern service in December 

1932 was illustrated.  Duncan Crewe has responded, sending me scans of his cover and a telegram from the 

Karachi aerodrome authorities to those at New Delhi. The latter explains clearly the purpose of the additional 

service. 

 

Richard questioned the accuracy of the quantity of covers flown, stated as 20 by Francis Field.  I have not 

received any comments on this thorny question and I say thorny because my personal view of quantities stated 

by dealers is that they should be treated with much caution. The only figures I regard as accurate are those 

given by the postal authorities involved in the handling of the mail on such flights. 
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A Salonika post card 
 

Provided by Richard Rawlingson 

 

Richard sent this unusual post card, published by Delta of Athens, showing a Calcutta flying boat coming in to 

land. He thinks the photograph must have been taken between November 1929 and September 1930, this 

being the only period during which Imperial Airways’ India service was routed via Salonika. 

 

Thank you for sharing your card with us Richard. 

 

 

 

A Cover from India to Poland from the Imperial Airways’ Scipio Crash in 1936 
 

By Dr. Jerzy W. Kupiec-Weglinski, FRPSL 

 
The direct service by British Imperial Airways Ltd. (I.A.) between England and Australia commenced in 

December 1934, when a transcontinental route of 12,754 miles (20,525 km) traversing Egypt, Palestine, Iraq, 

The Persian Gulf, India, and Malaya was completed in twelve days. Initially, there were weekly flights from 

London-Croydon (Sat. departure) to Brisbane, Australia (Thu. arrival). In May 1936, a second flight was 

added in each direction, making it a twice-weekly regular service from Croydon (Sat., Wed. departure) to 

Brisbane (Thu., Mon. arrival); and back (Brisbane Wed., Sat. departure; Croydon Mon., Thu. arrival). The 

Karachi–Singapore leg was operated jointly with Indian Trans-Continental Airways (formed in 1933), while 

the eastward leg from Singapore to Australia with Qantas Empire Airways (established in 1934). Both 

companies were associated with the I.A.  

The subject mail from India to Poland was on the Australia – England airmail service, leaving Brisbane on 

Wednesday, August 12, 1936 (Flight IW470). The aircraft were Brisbane (Brisbane–Bangkok; August 12-17), 

Athena (Bangkok–Karachi; August 17-19), and Helena (Karachi–Alexandria; August 19-22). On Saturday, 

August 22, 1936, at 6 a.m., the Short S17 Kent flying boat Scipio (registration G-ABFA; in I.A. fleet since 

May 1931) left Alexandria for Brindisi on its way to London. Around 10.40 a.m., the aircraft plunged into the  
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Aegean Sea while landing in the Mirabella Harbor, some 100 yards off the Crete island, and sunk in minutes. 

Two of the seven passengers died trapped in the wreckage, and the remaining occupants were injured. The 

I.A. depot ship Imperia arrived at the crash site with much-needed emergency support. 

 
The aircraft was loaded with 38 mailbags collected en route in Australia and the Indian subcontinent. After 

the crash recovery, which lasted about 6 hours, the water-soaked mail was transported by a British cruiser 

H.M.S. Durban to Athens and handed over to the Greek authorities. Some of the correspondence addressed to 

England (including two bags with 29 kg. of mail from Hong Kong) was carried by a direct I.A. service 

(aircraft Danae), arriving in London on August 25. The balance was forwarded to Brindisi, Italy, the original 

destination for the ill-fated Scipio flight, from where it went by train to Paris for further distribution. Over 20 

boxed and unboxed “Damaged By Sea Water” advisory cachets (black or purple) were applied in London and 

other European localities. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 1. 

The front and reverse of a 

cover from India to Poland 

recovered from the Imperial 

Airways’ Scipio crash 

(August 22, 1936). 
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A possibly unique cover from India, with routing instructions “BY AIR MAIL INDIA – POLAND” (Figure 1, 

both sides shown), was amongst the salvaged mail from the I.A.’s Scipio crash on August 22, 1936 (Nierinck 

360822). Based on a closer examination of the departure cancellation remnants, it is still possible to decipher 

that the cover was posted in the morning hours on Tuesday, August 18, 1936, in Amritsar, a city in the 

northwestern Indian state of Punjab. It was then carried by surface mail to nearby Lahore, just 32 miles (51 

km.) away from Amritsar, as evidenced by a dated boxed machine slogan cancel on the reverse flap (“Use The 

Air Mail And Save Time / 18 Aug 36 / 2 – P.M. / LAHORE”).  

Most of the Indian franking has floated off after Scipio sunk in the Mirabella Bay. The remaining pair of 3p. 

adhesives (6p. total face value) (SG 201; 1926 King George V issue) represent part of the prevailing rate 

(3½A. per 1 oz. surface plus 6A. air fee for the first weight ½ oz. step) to Europe (except Britain), of 9½A. 

postage, effective November 28, 1934. Thus, it appears that 9A. worth of stamps was washed-off. The empty 

spots and postmark remnants on the cover recto imply three additional adhesives made up the 9½A. franking. 

For comparison, the all-inclusive airmail rate from India to England was 7½A.  

The c/o Warsaw addressee, Mr. Alfred Jurzykowski (1899-1966), warrants mentioning. He was one of the 

wealthiest Polish businessmen, and a patron of art and science in interwar Poland. After the war, he emigrated 

to Sao Paulo and became the chairman of the Mercedes Benz, Brazil. In 1960, he established the New York-

based Jurzykowski Foundation, a charitable organization in the US-Polish community. 

The information gleaned from the postal markings on this cover leaves no doubt about how it was carried 

from India to Poland. In the Summer of 1936, the Indian National Airways (I.N.A.; formed in 1933) provided 

regular service (Sun., Tue., Thu.) from Delhi via Lahore (Civil Aerodrome) to Karachi (Drigh Road). After 

reaching Lahore by surface from Amritsar, this cover was flown by I.N.A. on Tuesday, August 18 (2 p.m. 

departure) via Multan and Jacobabad to arrive in Karachi the same evening (7.10 p.m.). It was then picked up 

by the I.A. service (aircraft Helena) from Karachi the following day, Wednesday, August 19 (9 a.m.). The 

“September 2, 1936 / Brindisi Posta Aerea” transit backstamp confirms the Greek postal authorities’ 

quarantine and “drying” period for water-soaked Scipio mail. Brindisi was the last port of call for all-air 

westward I.A. service, which continued to Paris by rail and a steamer to England. In February 1937, Short S23 

flying boats were introduced on the Alexandria – Southampton section of the Eastern Route.  

“Our” cover was transported from Brindisi to Paris by train, where a 2-line typed advisory label in French was 

applied to pieces that lost their franking (“Lettre endommagee de l’eau de la / mer a la suit du desastre 

aerien”). It reads: Letter retrieved from the sea after a plane crash. With minor variations due to the number 

of typists, this label is scarce and previously known on a few items addressed to Germany and Italy.   

The final leg for this well-traveled Warsaw-bound Indian cover was by Air France (Flight 471), which offered 

daily connection from Paris (6 a.m. departure) via Strasbourg, Nuremberg, and Prague to Warsaw (5.15 p.m. 

arrival). The receiving backstamp from Warsaw 1 P.O. of “September 5, 1936; 11 a.m.” translates to the 

transit time of 3 days from Brindisi; 14 days from the crash site off Crete island; 17 days since the 

transcontinental travel started in Karachi (present-day Pakistan); and 18 days since posting at the remote 

Indian town and handled by a domestic air carrier in Lahore. This is an unthinkable mail delivery timeframe 

for the twenty-first-century postal systems. 

 
Epilogue: The consulting airmail crash experts confirm this might be the only Poland-associated postal item from Scipio 

1936 deadly accident. Perhaps, wishful thinking considering tens of thousands of water-damaged salvaged letters. On the 

other hand, with vast, if not all, correspondence on the ill-fated flight being private or commercial, these items lacking 

fancy cachets or markings were considered less attractive, drew little attention of collectors, and relatively few were 

saved. However, this does not diminish their importance. Indeed, their “miraculous” survival after almost 90 years of 

turbulent European history warrants attention for an impressive record of aerial achievements in the world of commerce 

in the 1930s.  

Every postal item recovered from a fatal crash has a unique, albeit tragic, story to tell. The research has revealed a 

complete history of the cover as it is possible to achieve. It exemplifies how rewarding it is to dig a little “deeper” while 

researching a postal item, which opens a window on history, and provides multiple avenues for further studies.  
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Flights to Salonika and Athens in 1930 
 

By Richard Rawlingson 

 
[Editor: some weeks after receiving from Richard the post card to Salonika shown on page 4, I received an 

email from him attaching the three covers featured here.] 

 

Richard wrote: Following on from the Salonica post card I sent you, I thought it would make it more 

interesting if I included some covers that would have passed through the city. I have chosen three from the 

reopening of the mainly flown route in April 1930. 

 

1) A Gertrude Collins cover from Newcastle-upon-Tyne to Salonica via IE55 on 12
th

 April 1930, arriving 14
th
 

April, the first departure to the new schedule which reduced the journey to Karachi from 7½ to 6½ days. 

This reinstated the air route through Northern Europe that had been abandoned the previous autumn as a 

result of bad weather and logistical problems. As noted in your book, this was flown all the way to 

Salonica by City of Birmingham, cutting out the scheduled rail leg from Uskub to Salonica, possibly to 

make up time lost after a late departure from Nuremburg. 

Interestingly, the very similar cover illustrated in your book carries the correct 6½d. franking (2½d. per oz 

plus 4d. air fee) whereas this one is underpaid at 4½d. 
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2) An attractive Drossos cover, also from IE55, from Vienna to Athens arriving 15/4. It carries the inscription 

‘First flight Vienna to Athens’ and the red cachet which translates as ‘Only with Airmail.’ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3) From IW54, the first westward service to the new schedule, from Alexandria to Vienna. This arrived in 

Vienna on 21
st
 April, one day late. I assume the First Flight cachet was locally applied in Egypt. 
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One thing leads to another 
 

By Nick Arrow 

 

We all like collecting, and we acquire new material through 

numerous sources.   We plough through auction lists, dealer’s stocks, 

Ebay and so on, and every so often we stumble across something 

which inspires!   This is about two covers which I acquired almost by 

mistake, as a result of a comedy of happenings, which has led to 

considerable satisfaction, and libations being offered to the Gods of 

Good Fortune! 

 

This particular story takes its origin from my membership of the 

Aerophilatelic Society of Southern Africa, which was revived in the 

early 2000’s by Dave Morton, who basically did all the work, 

although sadly, on his death, the Society died with him. 

 

The society’s magazine, “The Aeroletter,” was edited by Neville 

Polakow, who had a fantastic collection of South African Airmails 

and for the Centenary Edition of the Magazine (figure 1), he included 

an article featuring two items from his collection shown in figures 2 

and 3.   These were described as follows: 

 

“Two exotic 1934 acceptances carried on a combination of Imperial 

Airways’ Indian and African services.  Registered and mailed from 

Iraq and Kuwait, the covers were carried to Durban, registered and then remailed back to Baghdad.  They 

bear respectively five and nine backstamps.  It is known that two covers were carried from Kuwait while the 

assumption is made that a similar number emanated from Iraq.” 

 

When I saw these items, I felt that they were just basic covers, very much tarted up by fancy cachets to make 

them out to be rather more important than they were.   There may have been only two each in total, but I felt 

that they were akin to souvenirs, or curios, and were collectable as such, as opposed to making any kind of 

contribution to the history of aerophilately.    

 

[However, having said that, I should be very happy if any member can let me have further evidence which 

proves me wrong!] 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 2. 

 

 

Figure 1 
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Figure 3. 

 

About 5 or 6 years later, I managed to acquire an item similar to one of these shown in figure 4. This was 

posted in Basrah on the 12
th
 July and carried by Imperial Airways, via Egypt, to Johannesburg, arriving on the 

19
th
, and thence by SAA to Durban, arriving 3 days later.   It was then returned to Basrah by registered mail 

and carried by flight AN176 to Cairo and by flight IE280 to reach Basra (via Bahrain) on the 31
st
 July.   It was 

processed in Basra on the 1
st
 August and delivered.   It was then readdressed to Bahrain and reposted on the 7

th
 

August, where it arrived on the 9
th
 August.   As well as numerous postal markings, there is the fancy cachet 

“First Aerial Despatch / Iraq – to – Durban / by Imperial Airways” which frankly I think is rubbish, as (a) it 

had been possible to send mail from Iraq (Bahrain) to Durban ever since the service to South Africa had been 

established, and (b) Imperial Airways never went anywhere near Durban, although if anyone can prove the 

truth of this claim, I would be extremely interested. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    Figure 4. 
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In April 2019, Spink offered the Polakow collection in one of their collectors’ sales.   One of the lots (#2133) 

offered about 20 covers, several of which I already had but which included – 
 

“…1934 envelopes from Iraq and Kuwait (possibly only two from each country known) to Durban 

and remailed back to Baghdad…” 
 

Obviously the two items referred to in the article in The Aeroletter.   The estimate of £200-250 seemed 

reasonable, and I marked this down as a lot for serious consideration.  

 

The sale itself was the subject of much grief to Spink as someone had hacked their computer, and they 

managed to sell only about 100 lots in the afternoon session, before giving up and saying that they would start 

again another day.   However, I discovered that they had decided to carry on early the following morning, 

which enabled me to participate.   Because of the hacking problems, I asked Spink to bid for me.   The lots 

started within my budget, but this was soon exceeded, and I gave up. 

 

However, a later lot (#2150) offered items connected with South West Africa (SWA)- 
 

“Later flights incoming selection (6) with mail from Germany to Wilhelmstal, Australia (2) to 

Keetmanshoop and Windhoek, Singapore to Windhoek, Thailand to Windhoek and India to 

Mariental.” 
 

These had an estimate of £150-200, and the representative from Spink kindly kept holding on the phone for 

me.   When reached, there had been no bid at all on the lot, which was reserved at £75, which I felt was 

something of a bargain, so I put in a bid through the phone – the hammer came down as fast as I think I can 

ever remember! 

 

It was the commercial cover from Germany shown in figure 5 which primarily interested me. 

 

When the lot arrived through the post, I immediately looked it up in Peter’s book and to my astonishment, it 

proved to be a “crash cover” from AS287.   On attempting to take-off at 4am on the 3
rd

 November from 

Kisumu, the AW-15 ‘Atalanta’ struck a tree and crashed. No-one was injured.   Three planes were chartered 

to convey the mail to Nairobi, where the flight resumed, with the ‘Andromeda’ carrying the mail on to 

Johannesburg, arriving only one day late.   The item was then taken by SAA to Kimberley and thence by 

SWAA on the link flight to Windhoek for delivery to Wilhelmstal, on the 7
th
 November, by surface mail.   On 

further checking Neirinck, it seemed that no other mail is recorded addressed to (or through) South Africa!   

Joy and Rapture!! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 5. 
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I was then able to consider the other covers, one of which was from Siam, shown in figure 6. I was a little 

surprised at the rather late arrival mark (9
th
 February 1934 for a cover flown out on the 6

th
 January), and, after 

checking (and a few false starts), I discovered that although not carried on the first Imperial Airways return 

from Singapore, it was a first acceptance from Siam, as the necessary treaties for the carriage of such mail 

were only signed after the first flight had gone through.   What is more, it was wrongly bagged for London – 

note the red lines cancelling the air mail etiquette – so it was carried by sea (Carnarvon Castle – 

acknowledgement to Peter!) to Cape Town. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Which presented the Cape Town Post Office with a problem, as (a) due to flooding, all surface mail to SWA 

was then impossible due to quite incredible flooding and (b) it could not be flown on the SWA Feeder Service 

because the regulations at the time prevented mail from South of Kimberley being accepted.   However, 

Gordon Store of Aero Services (Pty) Ltd, who was carrying out aerial surveys over SWA at the time, came to 

the rescue, by volunteering to carry mail bags to SWA if there was room on his plane, and my cover must 

have been one of the first covers to take advantage of this arrangement.   So a first acceptance from Siam, 

mistakenly bagged for London, addressed to SWA, carried by sea to Cape Town and finally flown to SWA 

under the informal arrangement with Gordon Store, surely must count as a pretty unusual item at the least! 

 

(Incidentally, I have not been able to obtain any other covers from Siam to South Africa carried by Imperial 

Airways before or since, and if anyone has a spare copy knocking around somewhere, I would not mind 

having the chance to haggle over a change of its ownership to me!] 

 

So, out of the six covers in this lot, two are at the least of some considerable scarcity, and, at £25 plus hammer 

markup, I am very happy to have added them to my collection.   Incidentally, it is strange indeed that Neville 

Polakow was totally unaware as to the scarcity of these two very unusual items. 

 

And, I wonder, if he had not drawn attention to the two “bells and whistles” covers sent from Bahrain to 

Durban and back, whether I would have paid that much attention to #2133, and, having noted that lot, whether 

I would have considered #2150 to be such a reasonable and desirable alternative. 

 

As I said at the start of this article, one thing leads to another . . . ! 














































