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Editorial 
 
I had best get it off my chest straight away: you may well have asked yourselves why this and the next page 
are numbered as prelims. (ii and iii), when normally this is page 1.  This is the story: these are the two last 
pages I am composing and I have already printed the other 51.  It is only now that I notice that they are all 
handed opposite to what they should be and I really can’t face going through them all to change the handing 
and then reprint them!  Yes, you have a lazy editor and I do apologise.  Could I have got away with it if I 
hadn’t mentioned it?!  Probably not. 
 
So with a clear conscience I can now say, “Hello and welcome to another Gazette.”  What I should have 
begun by doing was offering a huge vote of thanks to Norman Clowes for producing an updated index which 
covers all issues of the Gazette from numbers 1 to 26: the latter being the issue prior to this one.  It was a huge 
task which took Norman many hours to complete and knowing his thorough approach to all things, we can be 
certain that the index will be extremely comprehensive.  I am sure all members will wish to thank Norman and 
will be grateful for his efforts.  It is enclosed unbound because I suspect we all employ different methods of 
binding.  With the riddle of the ‘mystery pilot’ solved, we now have another challenge set us: see the last two 
paragraphs of Norman’s postscriptum to the index (page 24).  [and I enjoyed his little dig at my obsession!] 
 
Many thanks also to all of you who have sent me contributions for this issue.  There is some fine and 
interesting material.  So far I have only one article, another blockbuster from Ed Wolf, for the December 
edition so please, please send me more – all contributions, large and small will be gratefully received! 
 
It is a pleasure to welcome three new members to the group:  Ed Wolf in Australia; Dave Morton in South 
Africa and Chris Hailstone, nearer to home, in Leicestershire.  I hope you all enjoy your membership and find 
at least a few snippets of interest within these pages. 
 
Those of you interested in the air mails of South Africa, and indeed, Central Africa, may be interested to learn 
that the Aerophilatelic Society of Southern Africa has been resurrected, having become defunct in 2002.  This 
society is well worth supporting, even if you do not live in South Africa.  A magazine entitled the “Aeroletter” 
is published bi-annually and the first ‘new’ edition appeared in March this year.  It consisted of 28 pages, with 
many colour illustrations (which puts this magazine to shame!).  It has a number of articles, letters to the 
editor with questions and answers and a range of other topics.  I find it illuminating to read articles written by 
people in the southern hemisphere who often are able to include local knowledge which brings their subjects 
alive.  If you wish to enquire about joining (for a very reasonable fee), please contact the Honorary Secretary:   

 

Dave Morton, 2 Anemone Avenue, Welgedacht 7530, South Africa. 
Dave’s email address is dmorton@mweb.co.za. 
 
I do love a good wartime cover!  They usually have plenty of markings on them: censorship handstamps, 
routing instructions as well as a backstamp or two and censor tapes and numbers.  They are what I would call 
‘busy.’  The problem was that for many years I had no idea how these covers got from A to B so they sat in a 
shoe box – how sad.  However, over the last five years or so there has been a steady flow of books produced 
which are gradually removing the veils of mystery which I found surrounding these covers.  The latest book to 
be published is entitled “Bridging the Continents in Wartime – Important Airmail routes 1939-1945.”  It is 
written by two Dutchmen: Hans Aitink and Egbert Hovenkamp but the text is in English.  It is in A4 format, 
228 pages, softbound and is beautifully produced with all illustrations in colour, in fact I would say it is of 
outstanding quality and remarkably cheaply priced.  There are nineteen chapters, each of which deals with a 
main inter-continental trunk route operated by such major airlines as IA/BOAC, KLM and KNILM, Air 
France, TEAL, PanAM and LATI.  The routes described are worldwide and a most useful feature is that at the 
end of many of the chapters, but not all, flight lists for each individual service are provided.  I know Richard 
Beith is holding a stock of these books, so if you are interested, contact Richard.  His address and ‘phone 
number are given on page 13 of this magazine. 
 
Having moved to a wartime theme, I wonder if many of you would be interested in a listing of books 
published which deal with air mail during WWII.  Perhaps in the next issue, if you express an interest, I could 
provide a listing of such books.  Please let me know if you think this is a good idea and also send me details of 
titles of which you are aware which you think would be useful to members. 
 
Many of you wondered who was the pilot on Stan’s Christmas card.  Only one person knew.  Turn the page!! 



 iii 
 

SANTA’S MYSTERY PILOT IDENTIFIED 
 

 

Aerophilatelic sleuth finds answer 
 

 

Scoop for the Gazette 
 
 
               Report by 
 

        John 
Berridge 

 
 
 

 

I enclose the photo of G.P. Olley 
from page 51 of “Air and Airways” 
issue of May 1931.  Although a very 
poor photo there is no doubt it is the 
same as the one that appeared on the 
front of Issue 26 of the IA Gazette.  I 
also enclose a better photo from page 
5 of Jackson’s “Imperial Airways.” 

 

Captain Gordon Percy Olley 
Born 29 May 1893, died 1954. 
Although small in stature, he had big 
ambitions.  In 1917 he joined No. 1 
Squadron of the RFC as a pilot in 

France and was credited with ten 
victories. 
After the war, he joined Handley 
Page Transport as a pilot, then in 
1921 he joined KLM and became 
its chief pilot.  He later returned to 
Handley Page Transport and when 
the merger came in 1924 he was 
one of Imperial Airways’ first 
pilots. 
From 1926 to 1933 he was in 
charge of IA charter division. 
His name became known to the 
general public and in June 1928 he 
was the pilot of Argosy G-EBLF 
City of Glasgow in a race with an 
LNER train from London to 
Edinburgh.  He took six hours, 
fifteen minutes but this included 
eighty four minutes to refuel twice 
on the way and he arrived only 
fifteen minutes ahead of the train! 
In 1933 he was given leave of 
absence by Imperial Airways to 
form his own charter company and 
never flew for IA again. 
He established Olley Air Services 
at Croydon in January 1934 and it 
had its own hangar and facilities 

there.  In 1936, when the Irish 
government wished to set up a 
national airline, they asked Olley for 
advice and expertise which resulted 
in the formation of Aer Lingus in 
May 1936.  By 1938 after several 
acquisitions, including Cobham Air 
Routes at the end of 1935, Olley Air 
Services was one of the largest 
charter operators in the country with a 
fleet of 22 aircraft. 
The company won the Camber 

SNAP! 



Trophy, awarded to the company with 
the best air safety record. 
His autobiography, “A Million Miles 
in the Air,” was a best seller. 

 

Editor’s note:  This was a brilliant 
piece of observation on John’s part.  I 
am amazed how he made the 
connection between the two photos 
but he did – what a spot!  The 
addition of the interesting notes on 
Olley are icing on the cake. 
Well done John! 
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The Cairo - Baghdad Airmail Service 
 

(The forerunner to the Imperial and Kangaroo routes) 
 

By Ed Wolf 
 

This article aims to provide the “vital statistics” of the early Cairo-Baghdad Air Mail service 
supplementing the late William Andrews’1 contribution to the subject. 
 
At the end of WWI Great Britain had a number of Royal Air Force squadrons based in Egypt, 
Palestine and Mesopotamia (later Iraq). The original purpose for their presence had been to repel the 
Turkish forces. At the Peace Treaty of 1919, the division of the spoils gave Syria to France with 
Damascus at its capital, and Great Britain the mandate of protecting both Palestine and 
Mesopotamia. 
 
Egypt had, during the war, been controlled by the War Office from London. Mesopotamia was seen 
as the Western extremity of the India Office. To communicate with Cairo from London, one used the 
P&O packet steamers directly. To send a message from London to Baghdad, it was necessary to send 
it by steamer to Bombay and then return it overland. A time frame of 25 to 32 days was normal but 
inconvenient between London and Baghdad. The return journey took an equal period of time (or 
longer). 
 
 

 
 

January 3 1921 Mosul registered cover. FPO 41 was part of the MEF 7th Cavalry Brigade.  
Received at London February 17 1921 transit time thus 45 days. 

The magenta M41 indicates a military concession to allow gratis postage. 
Normally registration fee is 3 annas here 2 annas did not produce a tax. 

 
 

There was no direct communication between Cairo and Baghdad as the El Jid desert was an 
inhospitable obstacle. The distance between these two outposts was about 800 miles across desert 
and rocky outcrops with no roads and virtually no landmarks to assist the navigation. A fierce 
westerly wind blew from time to time which affected not only surface vehicles but played havoc with 
the slow aircraft as well. To reach Baghdad a camel route between the Euphrates river and Damascus 
had been the traditional path. The treaty had created a new problem as Syria was now French and 
thus Damascus was out of bounds. 
                                                
1  William C.Andrews, The Royal Air Force Cairo-Baghdad Air Mail Service 1921-1927 , British Philatelic Trust 2000 
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The Cairo - Baghdad military Air Mail service was created at the Cairo conference of March 1921 to 
facilitate communication between the Middle East Command (Egypt) and Iraq.  It was a stroke of 
genius to both strengthen the Air Force link and reduce the power of the French.  No more radical 
change in Imperial communications had occurred since the creation of the Suez Canal.  Instead of 
using the traditional army garrisons to patrol the area of the mandate, Trenchard as Chief of the Air 
Staff and Churchill as Secretary of State for the Colonies, proposed to use the fledgling Air Force to 
“control without occupation”.  At the same time it was estimated to save the Treasury ten million 
pounds per annum in associated costs. 
 
Trenchard brilliantly solved the problem of aerial navigation, using the simple expedient of some 
Fordson tractors and a plough. It had been noticed before by the RAF pilots that wheel tracks were 
easy to follow and stayed noticeable for a long time in the desert. On Trenchard’s command two 
parties set out from opposite ends of the journey from Amman in the West and Ramadi in the East 
travelling towards the middle ploughing a furrow as they went. 
 
There were 26 emergency landing strips created along the way which gives some indication of the 
unreliability of the aircraft and of the terrible terrain over which they flew. After travelling 
approximately 25 miles a large circle was ploughed into which a specific distinguishing mark was 
created.   
 
Commencing at Amman from the West (the Trans Jordan end), circles started with the letter B and 
carried on until the letter R was reached. There was no I or Q producing 15 letter stations or Landing 
Grounds abbreviated to L.G. so that Landing ground B was called L.G.B . 
 
From Baghdad (the Iraq end), at similar 25 mile distances, circles were scribed after Ramadi and the 
Roman numerals written within except for VIII which was depicted as “8” probably due to space 
restrictions. The reason for the missing I from the Cairo end is now clear, it would have duplicated 
the Baghdad’s first landing ground whose numerals went from I to XI.  
 

Approximate distances from Cairo and Baghdad were as follows:- 
 
Cairo             Baghdad 
      Gaza 235 miles            Habanyah 65 miles 

Amman 330 miles         Ramadi about 80 miles 
L.G. D 416 miles          L.G. V was 187 miles 

  Rutbah Wells 510 miles  Rutbah Wells 250 miles  
        L.G. XI 467 miles 

El Jid was in the middle 
  
By June 23rd 1921 the survey had been completed and emergency supplies laid down. Three DH9a 
aircraft accompanying the survey party reached Baghdad from Amman on that day. Wing 
Commander Fellowes flew from Baghdad to Cairo in one day for the first time on June 30th, his 
actual flying time being 11 hours and Air Vice Marshall Sir W.G.H. Salmond inspected the route 
from Cairo to Baghdad on July 11th taking ten hours flying time.2   Neither Fellowes nor Salmond are 
recorded in the minutes as carrying mail. One source3 claims that official mail exists from the June 
23rd flight between Cairo and Baghdad and of the return flight mail occurring on June 30th if correct, 
this would have been private rather than official mail only.  

                                                
2 Civil Aviation Advisory Board Minute – C.A.A.B.12.  
3 Newall Alexander, British External Airmails until 1934, Christie’s Robson Lowe ,1996 
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The initial flights along the route became known as “Proving Flights,” the Air Council and the Postal 
authorities being loath to treat them as anything else but experimental. Accordingly the mail flown 
was a duplicate of the original which travelled by the conventional route thus ensuring delivery and 
at the same time giving a comparison of times. To acquaint personnel with the route and to train 
pilots in desert flying, it was arranged that the route should be flown in formation of three aircraft 
starting simultaneously from Cairo and Baghdad on the 1st and 15th of the month commencing in 
August 1921. 
 
Service mail from Baghdad. 
On July 28 1921 the first consignment of 5 bags of Official airmail left Baghdad for London arriving 
on August 9 thus taking 12 days for the trip4. Though the word “mailbag” is used from time to time, 
they were considered by the pilots to be “small bits of sacking just a few inches long containing 
some half a dozen letters or so”. 
 
Service mail from Cairo. 
The first Official letter from London (and the only one carried) marked “London to Iraq - by air, 
Cairo to Baghdad” did not leave until August 4 19215.   
 

 

Proving flights Summary 
 

Flights from London carrying Official (service mail) only according to Post Office records6 
 

       Left London        Left Cairo       Arrived Baghdad      Quantity       Aircraft 
   1st August  2nd August  32 lbs  2 DH9a 

 
          4th August ’21  15th August  16th August  1 letter  2DH9a/  
             DH10 

 
11th August  1st September  2nd September  2 letters 3 DH9a 
18th August  1st September  2nd September  2 letters 
 
25th August  15th September 16th September 2 letters DH9a/ 
1st September  15th September 16th September 3 letters  V.Vimy                                                                                                                                 
8th September  15th September 16th September 4 letters 
 
15th September 1st October  2nd October  4 letters 
22nd September 1st October  2nd October  4 letters 

 
29th September 15th October  16th October   5 letters 2 DH9a/ 
6th   October     15th October   16th October  2 packages 2DH10 

 
Thus the official “service airmail” in 6 flights carried only 27 letters and 2 packages and 32 lbs of 
mail from London.  It should be noted that whilst the service mail was intended principally between 
Cairo and Baghdad, London departure dates are shown where known. Data for mail commencing 
from Cairo has not been sighted but may well have been significant. 

                                                
4 Brittain Sir Harry, By Air, Hutchinson & Co, London 1933 p.112 
5 Salt Major A.E.W., Imperial Air Routes, John Murray, London 1930 p.40 
6 Post 33/679-80, Postal Archives, Mt. Pleasant Post Office, London 
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Public mail by Government aircraft. 
Public mail was accepted from London via surface to Cairo to Baghdad at the 1/- per oz. surcharge 
rate if endorsed “By Air Cairo - Baghdad” following the London postal announcement of October 
8th. 
The Post Office officially talked of “enormous savings in time”.  Certainly the time was drastically 
reduced from 25-32 days to 12 -14 days for messages to Baghdad.  A fortnightly service was 
proposed by flying in one direction in one week usually taking three to four days for the journey and 
waiting for the same day the next week before turning around. It should be noted that at the outset, 
an original of correspondence was sent by surface mail whilst a duplicate was carried by air. The 
service was not trusted. From the commencement of carrying the civilian mail, the flights were 
altered to every second Saturday instead of the 1st and 15th of the month in order to coincide with the 
arrival and departure of the mail boats at Cairo. 
 
The civilian service from Cairo. 
On October 13th 1921 the first mail (64 letters) was conveyed from London on behalf of the public to 
Cairo where it had to wait for the fortnightly flight leaving on Saturday October 29th. The second 
London mail (72 letters) left on October 20th and was carried with the first from Cairo on October 
29th. 11 service rated letters were carried also and included in the overall count.  This pattern - two 
dispatches a week apart catching the same desert route service - was repeated so that the Cairo 
departure date becomes more relevant than the closing of the post in London. In fact London was not 
the focus of this service, Cairo and Baghdad were! This point is often ignored by British philatelists 
concentrating on the UK end. 
 
The 1/- surcharge period. 
The next 3 flights from Cairo used the same 1/- postal rate with the following results7: 
November 12th 154 letters including   2 On Active Service London closing 27/10   (82), 3/11 (72)  
November 29th 231 letters including  8 On Active Service  London closing 10/11  (54), 17/11 (177) 
December 10th 464 letters including   7 On Active Service London closing 24/11 (108), 1/12 (356)
  
Hardly a success bearing in mind the costs of establishing the service. Still it gave the fliers practice! 
 
Major-General Sir Sefton Brancker joined the December 10th flight to find out for himself what the 
conditions were like. In a report to Lord Gorrell, chairman of the Civil Aviation Advisory Board, he 
states: 
“I left Helouan (Helwan) for Baghdad in a flight of four D.H. 9 A’s after three days of the heaviest 
rain which Egypt had experienced for years.  Our start had been delayed for two days by this rain 
but in spite of it, the aerodromes at Helouan, Heliopolis, Abusueir , Ramleh and Amman were all just 
fit for landing, although somewhat soft in places.  Near Abusueir, the flight was forced to land owing 
to engine trouble on two of the machines. One, I think, had a defective petrol supply and mine was 
suffering from a leaking water pump8.”   
 
The next closing date in London was December 8th when 109 letters (weighing 12 lbs) were 
dispatched for the Thursday December 22 Cairo flight on instead of the now normal Saturday. 
Presumably the delay was due to inclement weather. The journey to Baghdad took 4 days instead of 
the usual 2 or sometimes one day flight. 

                                                
7 Note on quantities recorded. Three primary sources were consulted to arrive at a composite result for the quantities. 
The Air Ministry draft of 27 Feb 1922 for the 1st meeting of the C.A.A.B. of March 2 1922 contained an appendix which 
provided dates and the quantity carried from August 1921 up to Feb 20 1922 both ways. 
 Summary file Post 33/771-2 provided a useful handwritten summary by date of London & Baghdad departure indicating 
postage fees collected by quantity of letters (this omitted the service letters which travelled free!) 
C.A.A.B. - 17 for the period Aug ’21 to Feb ’22 covered the weight, passengers and type of machine of each of the 3 
aircraft used  from Cairo and Baghdad.  Subsequent sources (eg. Proud) approximate these quantities.  
8 Report to Lord Gorrell incorporated in C.A.A.B 19 3rd meeting 16/3/1922. 
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The 6d surcharge period. 
On December 13th the Post Office reduced the surcharge to 6d per oz for Christmas which had the 
volume rising accordingly to 838 letters (weighing 66 lbs) with the mail closing on December 15th to 
catch the same December 22nd Cairo take off. Thus the curious situation arose that the one flight 
carried mail charged at three different rates being service mail (only 4 letters) and the two civilian 
rates of 1/- and 6d per ounce. 
 
For the sake of completeness all the available data is recorded here. 
 
Quantities carried in the first six months of the service - Cairo departure dates are used: 
Thu December 22nd  947 letters including 4 service letters London closing   8/12 (109 12lbs),  

          15/12 (838 66lbs) 
Sat January 7th 1922 580 letters including 4 service letters London closing         22/12 (150 18lbs),  

          29/12 (430 62lbs) 
Mon January 23rd  790 letters including 7 service letters London closing          5/1   (136 12lbs),  

          12/1   (654 49lbs) 
Sat February 4th 946 letters including 8 service letters London closing        19/1   (157 40lbs), 

          26/1   (789 97lbs) 
Wed February 22nd    1137 letters including 9 service letters London closing           2/2   (217 14lbs),  

            9/2   (920 80lbs) 
Sat? March 4th? 1296 letters including 21 service letters London closing     16/2   (267 22lbs), 

          23/2 (1029 77lbs) 
Sat? March 18th? 1223 letters     London closing 2/3 and 9/3        (no details available) 
Sat? April 1st?  1230 letters  London closing 16/3 and 23/3    (no details available) 
Sat? April 15th? 1319 letters   London closing 30/3 and 6/4      (no details available) 
Sat? April 29th? 1165 letters   London closing 13/4 and 20/4    (no details available) 
Sat? May 13th? 1645 letters  London closing 27/4 and 4/5      (no details available) 
 
The Cairo 23rd January flight took 6 days to reach Baghdad and the 22nd February flight took 5 days, 
this being the wet season when take-off was sometimes impossible due to the muddy conditions at 
the makeshift airports. It can also be seen that the size of the mail had after some 7 months reached a 
steady rate of about 1300 letters per flight and that the service rate was scarcely ever used, even 
where recorded. 
 
The civilian service from Baghdad. 
At commencement of this service, the agreed airmail surcharge rate for postage to the United 
Kingdom was set at 16 annas per ounce, this being equivalent to 1sh/4d sterling. The standard postal 
rate was then 3 annas.  The development of the civilian service from the Baghdad end has received 
scant attention by researchers. Little information is available from official sources. A minute 
prepared by the Air Ministry and checked by officials from the G.P.O. for the 1st C.A.A.B. meeting 
of March 9 1922 sheds some light on the matter. 
 
The first flight carrying civilian as well as service mail from Baghdad was on October 29th 1921, 6 
bags of mail containing 422 letters were conveyed. Clearly the size of the bags was quite small. They 
were generally more akin to a pouch than an ordinary mailbag. This mail was delivered in London by 
November 8th. It is possible that mail was conveyed from points further East than Baghdad such as 
Basra or even Karachi but no details exist. 
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Standard weight letter from Baghdad 12 November 1921 
Note Boxed By Air Service.  

One of 1663 letters sent that day. 
 

The subsequent flights from Baghdad are recorded here for general information 
Left Baghdad   Arrived London  Quantity Aircraft 

   
  12th November 1921  November 22nd 1663 letters   

  28th November   December 8th   1971 letters  
  12th December   December 23rd  Unknown 159 ½ lbs 3 DH9a 
  22nd December   January 2nd  1774 letters 105¼ lbs 3 DH9a
   

7th January 1922  January 23rd  230 letters 177 ¼ lbs 3 DH9a
 22nd January    February 3rd  Unknown, airmail delayed due to 

 bad weather missed mailboat  
  4th February   February 16th   357 letters 158 lbs 2 DH9a 
  20th February      892 letters9 208 lbs 2 V. Vimy 
  3rd March               1150 letters 
  17th March      920 letters 
  31st March               2123 letters 
  5th April               2585 letters 
  29th April                           3174 letters 134 lbs 
 
It is interesting to note that the size of the mail from Baghdad to London was virtually twice as large 
as that coming in through Cairo from London. This is apparent from the outset. The postage rate was 
reduced in line with the reduction from the London end so that from December 21 1921, the 
surcharge rate was set at 6 annas.  Two years later as a result of overland competition the rate was 
struck at 3 annas.  
 
A sighted illustration10 of a January 7 1922 completed Mail Dispatch form made out at Baghdad to 
Cairo, clearly demonstrates that a very large portion of mail went only as far as Cairo – which was of 
course the original reason for the service. Brigade mail from Baghdad to P.O. Cairo consisted of 
3600 letters on this day whilst mail to RAF Home (presumably London) was only 222 items.  

                                                
9 Source File Post 33/771-2 File bottom A which also records that prior to 17th February 1922 (but flown of the 20th ) 
there were no direct dispatches from Baghdad to the UK. The Iraq Post Office pay at the rate of 9/6 per lb. gross. 
10 William C.Andrews op cit  p. 56 
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A draft speech prepared for the Post Master General, Mr. Kellaway, on occasion of a Daimler Hire Ltd. lunch 
on March 28, 1922 gave the next statistics “ Traffic which reached 460 letters outward per fortnightly service 
in December [1921] with a fee of 1/- per oz., has recently reached 1400 letters with a fee of 6d. per oz.  Recent 
inward mail from Baghdad comprised 1150 letters.  A recent count showed that of 1234 outward letters, 545 
or about 45 % bore non-military addresses.” 
 
Reported at length in The Times of the following day there were several other items worth noting about this 
luncheon other than the Cairo - Baghdad statistics. The PMG strayed from his draft whilst enthusing on the 
achievements of the Iraqi mail stating, “ he saw no practical difficulties in the way of having an air service 
which would enable letters posted in London today being delivered in Australia in a week’s time.  It was 
audacious to say that; “but the whole of this science had been a triumph of audacity over apparently 
insuperable difficulties”.  He was, as it turned out, at least 12 years ahead of himself as to the regularity of 
service and even further in terms of time taken since even the 1938 flying boats took 9 days for the journey. 
 
The other item was the people who had been invited by Daimler to attend the lunch which launched Daimler’s 
air service between London and Paris.  Principal guest was The Secretary of State for Air Captain F.E.Guest, 
the other speaker was the P M G.  Further attendees were The Under Secretary for Air - Lord Gorrell; 
Controller General of Civil Aviation – Major General Sir Frederick Sykes; Major General Sir Sefton Brancker 
(without any portfolio); Mr Handley Page and Sir Samuel Instone, both of whom ran competitive air services; 
Captain de Havilland and Major Woods Humphery who later became Managing Director of Imperial Airways. 
 
By May 1922 the service was well established and accepted, although it was recognised that the benefit of the 
desert route really lay in conveying mail all the way through to India and beyond . The massive scale of Indian 
mail would have made the venture profitable immediately however the actual payload capacity of the service 
aircraft was so small, about 250lbs, that many aircraft would be required to service the Indian end. 
 
Until the aircraft were capable of carrying a substantial payload, the service continued being administered by 
the RAF with bigger aircraft such as the Vickers Vernons and then the Victoria. 
 
While the RAF was busy flying the route, the Civil Aviation Advisory board had before it the technical 
committee’s costing report. Based on a daily flight each way 7 days a week they arrived at a figure of 
£230/8/4 for the trip.11 They did not calculate the required revenue at 6d surcharge but clearly the number 
required would have been in excess of 9200. 
 
The details for the rest of 1922 and 1923 have not been found. The following weight statistics were 
obtainable. 

GB-Iraq   Iraq-GB  
1924   6,027 lbs         
1925   6,334 lbs   2.368 lbs 
1926   6,692 lbs   4,290 lbs 

 
Based on 32 letters to the lb. ( i.e. ½ oz per letter) this meant about 200,000 letters for 1924, 270,000 for 1925 
and 350,000  in 1926 counting both directions. 
 
Even on a fortnightly basis the 1922 estimates would show a loss. On a weekly basis it would have been a 
complete fiasco from the financial point of view. Yet the Cairo - Baghdad route as flown by the RAF 
represented about half the total airmail handled by the British Post Office, the rest being on civil airliners. 
 
We must remember that the principal reason for the RAF presence was the use of aircraft and the training 
provided for the crews, together with the requirements to maintain the law and order in the region, not the 
revenue raised through the post. A look at the careers of many of the WWII top brass in the RAF will indicate 
that many received their early flying training on the desert route. 
 
By the end of 1926 Imperial Airways was in a position to take over the service and extend it to Basra. The aim 
had been to pull through to Delhi but the Persian politics prevented the use of their facilities along the Persian 
gulf coast line effectively blocking the extension until 1929. 
                                                
11 C.A.A.B. 9th meeting 23 June 1922. 
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Despite the restrictions beyond Basra of needing to use coastal shipping to Bombay, the usage increased 
markedly as indicated by the following table. 
 

   To Iraq  From Iraq 
1927   13,486 lbs 16,245 lbs 
1928   19,755 lbs 24,910 lbs 
1929   18,456 lbs 17,000 lbs 

 
By March 1929 the service finally opened to Karachi and by December as far as Delhi.  
 
The Post Office in May 1930 reported on the direct England – India flight  
“During the first twelve months working of this air service 35,000 lb of mail were carried from this country to 
various destinations and 34,000 lbs were received, or a total weight in both directions of 70,000 lbs.  The 
corresponding figures for India alone are 26,000 lbs outwards and 23,000 lbs inward. The present average 
weekly weight of the whole outward mail from London is about 825 lbs and of the mail received about 630 lbs. 
The corresponding figures for India alone are 520 lbs  and 440 lbs.  The amount of mail from all other 
countries conveyed by the [airmail] service was about 50,000 lbs.” 
 
The Cairo – Baghdad air route was undoubtedly the spark which ultimately led to the airmail and then 
passenger service to Australia. To fully comprehend the impact, it was considered that we should record for 
the benefit of philately the early part in as much detail as we could muster. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THE FURROW 
Christine Jope-Slade 

 
The ashes of a fire - lit all in vain - 

A thing that breathed and lived but yesterday, 
The charred and blackened wreckage of a ‘plane, 

Are all that mark the Man Who Lost His Way. 
An error of a minute; a slide-slip in a cloud; 

He failed to see the Track he thought he knew, 
The endless days of waiting - by fear and hunger cowed - 

Ere the jackalls took the meat that was their due! 
 

In the bitter cold of Winter, when the sullen engines fret, 
And the leaden sky above them bids them stay, 

In the storm or in the sunshine; in the dry or in the wet; 
The Air Mail passes swiftly on its way. 

In the hottest days of Summer, when the water-holes are dry, 
And the Desert’s full of things that are not there, 

The gaunt and weary jackal sees the shadows passing by 
Of the Mail ‘planes as they hurry through the air. 

 
We have placed at your disposal all the arts we learnt in war, 

And for ninepence you can purchase, if you’re wise, 
The same efficient service of the Man who Yesterday, 

Chased the black-crossed Birds of War from out your skies. 
The letters that they carry from Cairo to the East, 

Bear little slips of paper, coloured blue, 
And the loss of crew and pilot doesn’t matter in the least, 

If the Mail Bags see the Desert journey through. 
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Cairo - Baghdad Air Mail Service.12 
 

Draft of an undated (but probably February 1922) Notice to newspapers. [EW] 
 
The institution in August last of the regular fortnightly air service between Cairo and Baghdad by 
aeroplanes of the Royal Air Force, and the throwing of it open in October last for the conveyance of 
private correspondence constitute by far the most important development which has yet taken place 
in British Air Mails.  For the first time the British public have been provided with a service by means 
of which letters for a distant country, may be saved not merely hours, or days, but a couple of weeks 
in time of transmission; a service, moreover, which is not dependent on the vagaries of one of the 
worst climates in the world for flying, and which can afford to lose, on occasion, a few days in time 
of transit, without thereby forfeiting its claim to superiority over the ordinary route. 
 
This service, like the Air Parcel Post, has recently received considerable publicity, and it seems 
unnecessary to describe it in detail.  It may be of interest, however, to mention that, at present, the 
flights outward from Cairo and inward from Baghdad are scheduled to begin on the same day, viz. 
on each alternate Saturday.  The outward connecting Mail from London is despatched on the 
previous Thursday week by the ordinary Indian Mail route, and is due to reach Port Said six days 
later that is on Wednesday.  There is consequently a gap of 3 days between its arrival in Egypt and 
departure thence by air.  The inward Air Mail  from Baghdad is due at Cairo on Sunday: and letters 
included in it for this Country should normally be forwarded by the homeward bound Indian Mail 
Packet due to leave Port Said on Tuesday or Wednesday.  The question whether closer connections 
in Egypt can safely be raised by using the Italian route in both directions between this Country and 
Egypt in combination with flights on each alternate Wednesday instead of each alternate Saturday, is 
receiving consideration.  Given due connections, the use of this route should enable outward transit 
from London to Baghdad to be completed between Wednesday morning and the following Thursday 
week, or at a minimum in 8 ½ days. 
 
From October until the end of the year, 6 fortnightly Air Mails were despatched from London, and 
their average total time of transit to Baghdad was about 12 ½ days, as against the ordinary transit 
time , via Bombay, of about 27 days.  On several occasions the flight was delayed by bad weather.  
Note, the average number of days occupied over the air transit (Cairo to Baghdad) was 4 days.  [800 
miles in 4 days! EW] 
 
The special air fee, at first fixed at 1/- per oz, was reduced to 6d per oz just before the “Christmas 
despatch” of 15 December.  The traffic outward has been as follows:- 
 
     20 Oct  3 Nov   17 Nov   1 Dec  15 Dec  29 Dec  12 Jan 
Total No. of private letters 
posted for each fortnightly     125   152    223       457      943        576       783  
despatch 
 
Comparing the despatch of 17 November and 1 December with these of 29 December and 12 
January, the loss of receipts, owing to the halving of the fee, has been a little more than made good 
by an increase in the number of fees prepaid.  The gross weight of the fortnightly Air Mail is now 
well over 10 percent of the total weight of the weekly ordinary Mail (letters and postcards) for Iraq.” 

 
 

                                                
12 Post 33/679-80 OpCit. 
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Air mail advertising postmarks used in Malaya and India 
 

Contributed byKeith Elliot and Terry Hare-Walker 
 

Following my burst of enthusiasm about air mail advertising postmarks in the last issue and my request for 
examples of them used at places on the Eastern route, I was delighted to receive copies of two Malayan covers 
from Keith Elliot and six Indian covers from Terry Hare-Walker, illustrating a handstamp type and a machine 
slogan type.  In another burst of enthusiasm, I used CorelDraw to make clear facsimiles of Keith’s 
cancellations but I did not do so for Terry’s because I think they will reproduce sufficiently clearly. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The slogan on all the examples on both this and the page opposite is, “USE THE AIR MAIL AND SAVE TIME.” 

 
 

1 ~ The handstamp: Top: Used at Karachi, 27 March 1935. 
 

 Centre: Used at New Delhi, 21 October 1936. 
 

 Bottom: Used at Lahore 18 December 1934. 
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2 ~ The machine cancellation: Top: Used at Rangoon, 2 October 1933. 

 

 Centre: Used at Madras, 15 July 1933. 
 

 Bottom: Used at Bombay, 20 May 1933. 
 
(All illustrations have been reduced to approximately 90% full size). 
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Women pilots in airliners 
 

By John Berridge 

In an August 1928 issue of the Aeroplane, the magazine commented on the fact that the national press had given a great deal of 
publicity to a report that a woman pilot had recently flown from Amsterdam to Croydon in a KLM aircraft as second pilot. The 
woman was reported as saying that her ambition was to fly one of Imperial Airways’ Argosy airliners, giving the impression that 
women pilots may be employed on international air routes. 
The Aeroplane went on to say that such an impression is liable to do damage to the passenger traffic of the airlines, owing to the 
fact that few passengers would trust themselves in an airliner piloted by a woman. The position should be clarified.  Mr. Plesman 
of KLM, stated definitely that KLM will never employ women pilots. There is not even a remote possibility that Imperial Airways 
or any serious airline will employ women pilots. 
It transpired that the woman was allowed to fly as second pilot on that particular occasion as there was a possibility of her taking 
part in a long-distance flight in a similar machine. As passengers were not carried on the KLM machine it afforded her an 
opportunity of flying in the type without piloting it - a perfectly reasonable arrangement. 
The publicity caused was precisely of the kind that has caused the Aeroplane to appear hostile to women. This paper is by no 
means hostile to women pilots as such, but merely to the way in which publicity of an undesirable kind has been obtained. 
 
Things have moved on a little since 1928 with most airlines having a small percentage of female pilots. 
Men still prefer to think of a chap in charge up front when they fly. However, you would be surprised how often 
you have flown with a woman pilot, all be it that they still tend to be in the second pilot’s seat. Check it out on 
your next flight! 
 
 
 
 
 
 

BAeF Meeting 
North West Group 

 

Sunday 17 July 2005 
 

The next meeting of this group will be a house meeting from 11.00 am to 
approximately 5.00 pm at the house of Richard and Margaret Beith: 
14 Middlecroft, Guilden Sutton, Chester, CH3 7HF.    (Tel. 01244 300777) 
 

Guest speaker Ken Sanford will be showing: 
Two Empires of the Air – Survey flights and crash mail of PAA and IA. 

 

Coffee and lunch will be provided free, guests usually bring a bottle of wine for 
the hosts (as when the group visited Duncan). 
Numbers are obviously limited so intending visitors are asked to ring/write in 
advance to check on space availability and to allow for catering.  

Other BAeF Regional Meetings 
 
South Coast Group: 16 July – members displays (Contact Bill Legg on 01403 732375) 
 

Solent Group: ?? Oct. – members displays (Contact Ian Hames on 023 80367169) 
 

Midlands Group: 16 Oct. – John Hammonds shows 100 years of French Aviation. 
      (Contact Laurence Kimpton on 01564 771851) 
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Insufficiently prepaid air mail ~ follow up. 
 

Responses from Laurence Kimpton. Terry Hare-Walker, Bill Legg and Keith Elliot 
(summarized by Peter Wingent) 

 
Talk about a hornet’s nest!  Why was I so naive as to think that this subject is straight forward?  Following the 
article in the last issue, four of you were inspired to revisit your insufficiently prepaid covers and to send me 
copies, for which many thanks.  At first I thought I would enjoy the challenge of working out the charges but I 
soon changed my mind!  I received too many covers to illustrate them all, so I have chosen a mixture of some 
on which the charges work and some which leave me baffled and also a few to more unusual destinations.  If 
any of you can provide enlightenment on the problematic covers, please HELP!   
 
Laurence Kimpton covers: 
 

Laurence’s covers fall into the very baffling category!  He sent detailed calculations, with which I cannot find 
fault, but the charges do not work out satisfactorily.  I will include his calculations in the hope that somebody 
can provide a solution but first I should say that the conversion rate of 3 annas = 25 gold centimes, which I 
gave for Iraq in the table on page 6 of the June issue, applied only from July 1929.  I have discovered since, 
with the expert guidance of Norman Clowes, that from July 1923 to June 1927 the rate was 3 annas = 50 g.c. 
and from July 1927 to June 1929, it was 5 annas = 25 g.c.  From 20 May 1932, the rate was 15 fils = 25 g.c.  
This information is given in “U.S. International Postal Rates, 1872 – 1996” by Wawrukiewicz and Beecher. 
So to Laurence’s covers: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Cover 1 (above):  U.K. to Iraq, 12 May 1926.  Franked 5½d. (2½d. first oz. ordinary postage + 3d. per oz. air 
fee).  Presumably overweight so should have been franked 10d. (2½d. first oz. ordinary postage + 1½d. 
second oz. + 2 x 3d. per oz. air fee).  Thus underpaid by 4½d. so 9d. due and the U.K. post office correctly 
raised a charge of 90 gold centimes (British 1d. = 10 g.c.).  The problem arises with the charge of 9 annas 
raised by the Baghdad post office.  Why did they use a conversion rate of 1 anna = 10 g.c.? 
 
Cover 2 (illustrated on the next page) does not belong to Laurence but is illustrated on page 21 of Bill 
Andrews’ book, “The Royal Air Force Cairo-Baghdad Air Mail Service, 1921-1927” and is now in the Terry 
Hare-Walker collection.  It is a cover from the U.K. to Baghdad, datestamped 13 June 1922.  It is franked 
7½d. but the rate at this time was 3d. first oz. ordinary postage + 6d. per oz. air mail fee and thus was 
underpaid by 1½d. so double deficiency was 3d.  However, Laurence points out that the U.K. post office 
raised inexplicably a charge of 50 g.c. (why not 30 g.c.?) and the Baghdad post office converted this to 3 
annas which is probably correct as this was the conversion rate from July 1923: the earliest one given in the 
Wawrukiewicz and Beecher book.  I can only assume that it also applied earlier. 
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Terry Hare-Walker covers: 

 
Conversion factors from annas to gold centimes used for India covers: 
 

 To 6 December 1931: 3 annas = 25 gold centimes 
 7 Dec. 1931 to 1935: 3½ annas = 30 gold centimes 
 From 1935: 3½ annas = 25 gold centimes 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Cover 1 (above):  Bombay to U.K., 24 January 1930, franked 8 annas.  Rate was 2a. first oz. ordinary postage 
+ 6a. per ½ oz. air fee.  Cover must have weighed over half an ounce, so franking should have been 2a. 
ordinary postage (first oz.) + 2 x 6a. per ½ oz. air fee = 14 a.  As the air fee was not paid in full, it was sent by 
surface, being prior to the July 1931 agreement with the U.K. post office to dispatch insufficiently prepaid air 
mail by air providing at least a part of the air fee was paid. 
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Cover 2 (above):  Icha…..Abganj to U.K., 19 February 1931, franked 8 annas and inscribed “Via Delhi 
Route,” i.e. via air in India for which rate was 2a. first oz. ordinary postage + 8a. per ½ oz. air fee.  As full air 
fee was paid, the cover was flown (compare with treatment of cover 1). Postage 2a. deficient and thus 4a. due.  
4a. = 33.3 g.c. (at 3a. = 25 g.c.).  U.K. post office rounded down to 3d. (at 1d. = 10 g.c.). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Cover 3 (above):   Rawalpindi to France, 29 August 1934, franked 8½ annas.  Rate was 3½a. for first oz. 
ordinary postage + 6a. per ½oz. air fee = 9½a.  Postage was 1a. deficient = 2a. due. 
2a. = 17.14 g.c. (at 3½a. = 30 g.c.).     The French conversion rate at this time was 1.50fr. = 25 gold centimes 
and thus 17.14 g.c. = 1.02fr. and so a 1.00fr. postage due stamp was applied. 
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Cover 4 (above):  Rangoon to Portugal, 28 October 1935, franked 9 annas.  Rate was 3½a. for first oz. 
ordinary postage + 6a. per ½oz. air fee = 9½a.  Thus only 5½a. of air fee paid and the Rangoon post office 
applied strictly the U.P.U. rule that the air fee must be fully prepaid so cover was diverted to surface route; the 
air mail label being cancelled by striking through with pen and the rectangular “INSUFFICIENTLY PREPAID FOR 
TRANSMISSION BY AIR MAIL” cachet applied. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Cover 5 (above):  Fort William to U.K., ?? November 1935, franked 5 annas in stamps + 3 x 1 anna postal 
stationery cut-outs.  The latter were ringed in green ink by the India P.O. and were disallowed.  Rate was 7½a. 
per ½oz. combined air fee.  Postage was 2½a. deficient = 5a. due = 35.7 gold centimes (at 3½a. = 25 g.c.) 
which was rounded up to 40 and 4d. postage due charged by U.K. post office (at 1d. = 10 g.c.). 



 18                     June 2005 (Issue 27)        Imperial Airways Gazette 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Cover 6 (above) front and part of reverse:  Delhi to Dar es Salaam, 15 December 1937, franked 8 annas.  Rate 
was 2½a. for first oz. ordinary postage + 7a. per ½oz. air fee = 9½a.  Postage was 1½a. deficient = 3a. due = 
21.42 g.c. (at 3½a. = 25 g.c.) = 25.7 Tanganyika cents (at 6 cents = 5 g.c.: the Tanganyika conversion rate at 
this time).  25 cents postage dues were applied correctly to the reverse of the cover. 
 
Please note:  In the table on page 6 of the last issue (26) I gave a single conversion rate for K.U.T. of 5 cents 
= 6 gold centimes.  Wawrukiewicz and Beecher give the following:  
 

Tanganyika: from July 1927 to June 1936: 1 cent = 1 gold centime & from July 1936 to 1946: 6 cents = 5g.c. 
 

Kenya and Uganda: from July 1926 to July 1946: 4 cents = 5 gold centimes. 
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Keith Elliot covers: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Cover 1 (above):  Singapore to Canada, 22 November 1938, franked 8 cents.  The E.A.M.S. rate of 8 cents per 
½oz. applied at this time.  The cover weighed over half an ounce and thus was 8 cents underpaid = 16 cents 
due = 33.34 gold centimes (at 12 cents = 25 g.c.).  This was rounded to 34 cents and written in manuscript 
next to the “T” mark.  The Canadian conversion rate was 1 cent = 5 g.c. and thus 34 g.c. = 6.8 cents and the 
Canadian post office applied the “CENTS DUE” handstamp and entered “7” in manuscript.  So far, so good but 
there is only 5 cents in postage due stamps!!  Possibly another 2 cents stamp became detached from the cover 
at some time during its 67 years existence. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Cover 2 (above):  Another baffling example!  Singapore to U.K., 7 September 1935, franked 25 cents.  A 
combined air mail fee of 25 cents per ½oz. applied at this time and it must have weighed over half an ounce so 
was 25 cents deficient = 50 cents due = 104.167 g.c.   Why then, did the Singapore P.O. raise a charge of 95 
g.c., which the U.K. post office correctly charged 9½d.?  Any suggestions will be gratefully received! 
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Bill Legg covers: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Cover 1 (above) front and reverse:  Manley to U.K., 21 June 1934, franked 5d.  The cerise handstamp on the 
reverse provides the correct charges at this time (the ordinary postage was 2d. for the first ounce).  The 3d. per 
½oz. air fee for the Adelaide ~ Perth service and the ordinary postage were paid but the 6d. per ½oz. air fee 
for the Karachi ~ London service was not and thus double the deficiency was raised in Australia and charged 
upon arrival in the U.K.   
Fortunately, the conversion rate in both Australia and the U.K. was 1d. = 10 gold centimes, which makes the 
calculations for these covers less complicated! 
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Cover 2 (above):  Melbourne to U.K., 11 November 1929, franked 3d.  The rate at this time was 1½d. for the 
first ounce ordinary postage + 3d. per ½oz. air fee.  As the ordinary postage was not paid, double the 
deficiency (30 gold centimes) was raised by the Melbourne P.O. and 3d. postage due charged upon arrival in 
the U.K.   (Bill informed me that the Australian ordinary Empire postage rate was raised from 1½d. to 2d. for 
the first ounce on 4 August 1930). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Cover 3 (above):  Launceston to U.K., 23 January 1935, franked 1/8d.  Following the opening of the England 
~ Australia route in December 1934, the air mail rate from Australia to the U.K. was 1/6d. per ½oz.  The 
cover weighed over half an ounce and thus was underpaid by 1/4d., so double deficiency of 2/8d. (32 pence = 
320 g.c.) was raised and charged. 
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Cover 4 (above) front and reverse:  Adelaide to U.K., 15 December 1937, franked 5d., which was the rate for 
internal air mail.  The rate to the U.K. was 1/6d. per ½oz. and thus postage was 1/1d. deficient and the U.K. 
post office applied postage due stamps to the value of 2/2d.: double deficiency.  Manuscript “260” next to the 
oval “T” mark was applied in Adelaide, indicating 260 gold centimes to be charged = 26d. = 2/2d. 
The addressee refused to pay the charge and hence the “CHARGE NOT COLLECTED/FRESH LABEL REQUIRED” 
rectangular handstamp was applied on the reverse.  The rectangular “UNDELIVERED FOR REASON 
STATED/RETURN TO SENDER” and a manuscript “Refused” were applied to the front.  The cover was returned 
to Adelaide where the “Returned Letter Office” datestamp was applied upon arrival. 
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Cover 5 (above):  London to Basra, March 1929, flown by service IE 1, franked 6d.  The rate at this time was 
2½d. for the first ounce ordinary foreign postage + 4½d. per ½oz. air mail fee = 7d., thus postage was 1d. 
deficient = 2d. due = 20 gold centimes.  The underpayment was not raised by London G.P.O. but the Basra 
post office applied the “POSTAGE DUE” handstamp and inserted a manuscript “2” annas charge.  Given the 
conversion rate for Iraq which I quoted on page 14 of  5 annas = 25 gold centimes (or 1 anna = 5 g.c.), then 
the charge raised for 20 g.c. should have been 4 annas.  Can anybody offer an explanation please? 
 

Bill also notes that there is no evidence of collection of the charge.  I wonder if Iraq produced postage due 
stamps or whether the handstamp and manuscript charge were sufficient for charges to be collected from 
addressees?  As I do not have a stamp catalogue for Iraq, I cannot check if postage due stamps were issued in 
the country.  Can anyone clarify the situation please?  This latter thought prompted me to check if India ever 
issued postage due stamps and I cannot find any in an old catalogue I have.  Presumably the semicircular 
handstamp, and later rectangular ones, applied there were sufficient and this makes me more convinced Iraq 
used a similar system.  I look forward to your comments! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Cover 6 (above):  Wacol to U.K., 21 January 1944, franked 1/6d.  Rate to U.K. at this time was 2/1d.and thus 
7d. deficient = 1/2d. due.  Proves 1d. = 10 gold centimes figure was still operating in 1944. 
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Post cards of Qantas aircraft 
 

Material provided by Keith Elliot 
 

My thanks to Keith for sending copies of cards featuring Qantas aircraft from his extensive post card 
collection.  In addition, he included copies of covers flown by two of them, which I have included at the end. 
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Top:  Flown by DH86 Sydney operating service IW389. 
 

Bottom:  Flown by DH86 Brisbane operating service IW421. 
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The D.L.H. Athens ~ Berlin service, 1932 ~ 1939 
 

By Peter Wingent 
 
Feeder services operating in conjunction with Imperial Airways’ African and Eastern trunk services have been 
well documented and covers flown by them can usually be readily identified by collectors.  Names such as 
Wilson Airways, R.A.N.A., South African Airways, Tata Sons, Indian National Airways, Butler Air Transport 
and MacRobertson Miller Aviation will be very familiar to most readers.  On the other hand, the idea that a 
service operating between Athens and Berlin was also a feeder service might be a new one, yet from 1932 to 
1939 it carried mail flown by not only I.As’. two trunk services but also that flown by the K.L.M. Dutch East 
Indies service and the Air France service to French Indo China.  As such, I hope that it will be of interest to all 
members of this study group, particularly as it appears to have been overlooked by writers in the past, or at 
least I have not seen any detailed reference to it in any of the books I hold. 
 
So to the route and the mail involved.  The map below shows the route when it first opened in May 1932.  
Initially it was a mail and freight service, passengers not being carried until April 1935.  The first services in 
both directions were flown on Friday 6 May 1932 but arrangements for connection with I.A., K.L.M. and Air 
France had not been made. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
From the map it can be seen that the countries served  were Bulgaria (Sofia); Yugoslavia (Belgrade); Hungary 
(Budapest); Austria (Vienna) and Germany (Berlin).  However, mail to and from Roumania, Poland, the 
Baltic States, Denmark, Norway, Sweden, Finland and Russia was also accelerated by using the D.L.H. 
service and examples of such mail will be shown later. 
 
The story of the service through to August 1939, when use of it ceased, is a complicated one.  The frequency 
and the schedule changed every summer and winter and therefore I decided that the best way to present the 
facts would be as a chronology. 
 
My two main sources of information have been a small amount of correspondence, dealing mainly with the 
introduction of the service, held at Post Office Archives, London, and the wonderfully helpful staff of D.L.H. 
Archives in Cologne, who provided a summary of the service, timetables and details of the aircraft employed. 
 
The fact that D.L.H. operated it as a feeder service is reflected by the fact that the D.L.H. schedule changed to 
meet changes to schedules of the trunk services.  However, D.L.H. could not run the service to meet every 
change to each of the four trunk services and so there were periods when it did not connect with one or more 
of them.  The early D.L.H. timetables I hold state the connections with which trunk services were made, but 
later ones do not.  As I have neither K.L.M. nor Air France timetables, I have not been able to show whether 
or not connections were made with D.L.H. by these services, but I have done so for the I.A. African and 
Eastern services. 
 
Before commencing the chronology, some extracts from the correspondence in P.O. archives is shown on the 
following pages which will provide a picture of the commencement of the service and its use by some of the 
administrations on the African route. 
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The letter shown below is a translation of a letter sent by the Berlin P.O. to the Department of Posts and 
Telegraphs, Pretoria, South Africa, who forwarded it to the G.P.O., London, in which use of the D.L.H. 
service is offered.  In its covering letter, the South African post office stated that it would utilise the D.L.H. 
service. 
 
In a letter to F.J. Field, Sam Davis, a press correspondent, stated that, “The first air mail from South West 
Africa to Germany sent via Athens and Budapest to Berlin left Windhoek on the 31st May 1932 and reached 
its destination 9 days later.”  It is likely that this was also the date of the first dispatch from South Africa, but 
I do not have documentary evidence of this. 
 

 
 
Following the arrival of this letter, the G.P.O., London, wrote to the P.M.Gs. of Kenya, Tanganyika, Zanzibar, 
Northern and Southern Rhodesia and Nyasaland enquiring if they wished to make use of the D.L.H. service.  
This letter is shown on the next page. 
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I was only able to locate replies from the Southern and Northern Rhodesia post offices, both of which declined 
the offer, the N.Rhodesia P.M.G. stating, ”As little or no air mail correspondence is regularly addressed to 
the countries named, it is not proposed at present to take any action in the matter.”   
 

The P.M.G. of Southern Rhodesia wrote, “………. in regard to the advantages of the Athens – Berlin air 
service the quantity of air mail matter does not warrant extension of the present arrangements.”  In other 
words the administration did not intend to use it. 
 
However, as will be seen later, the Southern Rhodesia post office definitely utilised the service from June 
1933 onwards and, quite probably, so did the Northern Rhodesia post office. 
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CHRONOLOGICAL LISTING OF THE D.L.H. SERVICE 

 
1932 ~ Summer (May ~ September) twice-weekly: 
 

Timetable: Unfortunately, the D.L.H. Archive does not hold a copy of a timetable for the summer of 1932 but 
in their summary of services they state it was twice-weekly.  One of these was a service on Fridays in both 
directions which connected at Athens with the once-weekly southbound and northbound I.A. African services. 
 

Aircraft employed:  Junkers F13 and Junkers W33. 
 

Route:  See map on page 29.  (Athens ~ Salonica section operated by Hellenic Air Communications Co.) 
 

Examples of mail flown: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Datestamped Witvley 31 August 1932, backstamped Windhoek 5 Sept. & Berlin 16th.  
Flown by S.W.A.A. from Windhoek to Kimberley to connect with I.A. service AN79 which 
arrived Athens 15 Sept.  Flown to Berlin by D.L.H. on Friday 16th. 

Datestapmed Chemnitz, 17 May 1932, backstamped Alexandria 21 May, Moshi 
26th & Usa River 28th.  Sent by train to Berlin, then flown to Athens on Friday 
20th by third southbound D.L.H. service.  Connected with I.A. African service 
AS64 which departed 21st and arrived Moshi 26th. 
 



Imperial Airways Gazette                   June 2005 (Issue 27)         33 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The Berlin C2 handstamp:   

 
 
1932/1933 ~ Winter (October ~ April) once-weekly: 
 

Timetable:  
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
Connections: I.A. African service dep. Athens Sats. I.A. Eastern service arr. Athens Sats. 
 No connection with I.A. Eastern service. No connection with I.A. African service. 
 
Aircraft employed:  Junkers W33 and Junkers Ju46. 
 
Route:  The air service operated only between Athens and Vienna with a rail connection between Berlin and 
Vienna and also one between Munich and Vienna.  Vienna ~ Athens air route as per map on page 29.  During 
this period D.L.H. operated the whole route, including the Salonica ~ Athens section. 

ATHENS	  ~	  BERLIN	  
Winter	  1932/33	  

	  

Athens	   dep.	   07.15	   	  
Salonica	   arr.	   09.30	   	  
Sofia	   arr.	   11.30	   	  Sundays	  
Belgrade	   arr.	   12.40	   	  	  D.L.H.	   	  
Budapest	   arr.	   14.45	   	  	  	  
Vienna	   arr.	   16.05	  
	  

Vienna	   dep.	   17.10	   Suns.	  (train)	  
Berlin	   arr.	   07.08	   Mons.	  (train)	  
	  

Vienna	   dep.	   22.55	   Suns.	  (train)	  
Munich	   arr.	   07.40	   Mons.	  (train)	  
	  

	  
	  
	  

BERLIN	  ~	  ATHENS	  
Winter	  1932/33	  

	  

Berlin	   dep.	   18.05	   Thurs.	  (train)	  
Vienna	   arr.	   06.40	   Friday	  (train)	  
	  

Munich	   dep.	   22.00	   Thurs.	  (train)	  
Vienna	   arr.	   06.30	   Friday	  (train)	  
	  

Vienna	   dep.	   07.40	   	  
Budapest	   dep.	   09.00	   	  
Belgrade	   dep.	   10.50	   	  	  Fridays	  
Sofia	   did	  not	  call	   	  	  D.L.H.	  
Salonica	   dep.	   15.15	  
Athens	   arr.	   17.15	  
	  
	  

Map showing the D.L.H. Berlin 
to Oslo service route serving the 
Scandinavian countries. 

Example of mail forwarded from Berlin, as advertised in the letter from the Berlin 
P.O. shown previously.  Datestamped Cape Town, 15 August 1932 and backstamped 
Berlin 26th & Gothenburg 27th.  Flown by I.A. service AN76 which arrived Athens 
25th, then flown to Berlin by D.L.H. on Friday 26th from where it was flown to 
Gothenburg by the D.L.H. Berlin ~ Oslo service and arrived the next day. 

This handstamp was always 
applied by the Berlin post 
office in red ink to air mail 
distributed via Berlin, or in 
transit through Berlin. 
It is not a D.L.H. handstamp. 

“Mit luftpost befordert” = carried by air mail. 
 
“Luftpostamt” = air mail office. 
 
Berlin C2 was the Berlin post office department 
equivalent to the London Foreign Section, i.e. it 
dealt with international mail. 
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The “Bosovina” crash:  The Junkers W33f ‘plane Bosovina (D-2018) was flying from Berlin to Athens on the 
night of 13 January 1933.  Nierinck1 states that the ‘plane was unable to land at Tatoi Airport, Athens, due to 
bad visibility resulting from a storm.  The pilot attempted to return to Salonica but crashed at Tanagra, near 
Thebes.  The mails were recovered and sent by car to Athens.  D. Field2 states that there were Austrian mail 
bags for Asia and Africa and Berlin and Munich mail bags for Athens, consisting mainly of transit mail for 
Asia and Africa.  The mail for Egypt and Asia was sent on via a K.L.M. service but that for places in Africa 
further south than Khartoum was delayed one week, having missed the African service (AS98) of Sat. 14 Jan. 
 
1933 ~ Summer (May ~ September) twice-weekly: 
 

Timetable: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Connections: I.A. Eastern service dep. Athens Tues. I.A. African service arr. Athens Thurs. 
 I.A. African service dep. Athens Sats. I.A. Eastern service arr. Athens Sats. 
 
Aircraft employed:  Junkers W33 and Junkers Ju46. 
 
Route:   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Use of service by additional countries:  On 1 June 1933 the post offices of Egypt, K.U.T. and Southern 
Rhodesia announced that mail would be accepted for carriage on the Athens ~ Berlin service.  Although I do 
not have documentary evidence that other African countries also began to utilise it at this time, I believe it is 
most likely.  Certainly by 1934, evidence from covers I hold proves that the administrations of Northern 
Rhodesia, Nyasaland, the Belgian Congo and Portuguese East Africa were dispatching mail via D.L.H. 
 
Egyptian Post Office Notice:  John Sears3 quotes the following post office notice: 
 

“Mail for the Balkans, Central & Northern Europe & Scandanavia was accepted by Imperial Airways and flown to 
Athens, then by Lufthansa to Berlin via Sofia, Belgrade, Budapest & Vienna.  Air mail surcharges: 
Italy, Bulgaria, Roumania (by air to Sofia) – 14 Mills / 20 gms.          Yugoslavia (by air to Belgrade) – 16 Mills / 20 gms. 
Austria, Czechoslovakia (by air to Vienna) – 20 Mills / 20 gms. 
Germany, Holland, Poland, Russia, Latvia, Lithuania, Finland, Estonia, Sweden, Norway, Denmark (by air to Berlin) –  
         25 Mills / 20 gms.” 

                                                
1 Nierinck, H.L.,  “Recovered Mail.”  
2 Field, D.  “Priced Catalogue of Air Mail Stamps and Airposts of the World.”  Second edition, 1934. 
3 Sears, John,  “The Airmails of Egypt.”  Published by the author. 1990. 

ATHENS	  ~	  BERLIN	  
Summer	  1933	  

	  

Athens	   dep.	   07.20	   	  
Salonica	   arr.	   09.10	   	  
Sofia	   arr.	   11.15	   	  	  Fridays	  
Belgrade	   arr.	   12.30	   	  	  	  	  	  	  &	  
Budapest	   arr.	   14.40	   	  Sundays	  
Vienna	   arr.	   16.15	  
Berlin	   arr.	   20.00	  
	  
	  

BERLIN	  ~	  ATHENS	  
Summer	  1933	  	  

	  

Berlin	   dep.	   04.00	   	  
Vienna	   dep.	   07.40	   	  
Budapest	   dep.	   09.10	   	  Mondays	  
Belgrade	   dep.	   11.25	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  &	  
Sofia	   arr.	   14.45	   	  	  Fridays	  
Salonica	   dep.	   17.00	  
Athens	   arr.	   18.50	  
	  
	  

The Athens ~ Salonica section 
was operated by Hellenic Air 
Communications Co. from 
May to August.  D.L.H. took 
over on 1 September. 
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K.U.T. Post Office Notice:  It is interesting to note that the standard air fee from K.U.T. to European 
destinations (excluding the U.K.) was 75 cents per ½ oz. but if flown by D.L.H., the more expensive sliding 
scale of charges shown in the notice below applied.  So far as I am aware, only K.U.T. and Egypt charged 
higher rates for carriage via D.L.H.  All other administrations charged their standard European air mail fee. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Example of mail flown: 
 

 

Cover datestamped Amani 21 July 1933, backstamped Kilimanjaro-TPO 21st; Moshi 
22nd; Athens 27th & Berlin 28th.  Sent by train to Moshi then flown to Athens by I.A. 
service AN124, which arrived 27th.  Flown by D.L.H. to Berlin Friday 28th.  Franked at 
1/- per ½ oz. rate to Germany.  Little use of the D.L.H. service was made by senders in 
K.U.T.  Most mail to Germany continued to be sent via Brindisi at the 75 c./ ½ oz. rate. 
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Southern Rhodesia, Bulawayo Post Office Staff Notice:  I am very grateful to Mr. Arthur Pratt, who sent me 
the following notice which he obtained some years ago during a visit to Bulawayo Post Office records. 
 
“A WEEKLY DIRECT AIR MAIL DESPATCH WILL from the 1st June be made up by SALISBURY on BERLIN  via ATHENS 
 

Air mail matter for the following to be forwarded to Salisbury: 
Germany, Holland, Denmark, Sweden, Norway, Finland, Lithuania, Latvia, Estonia, USSR(ussia). 
 

The Staff  To note please     Bulawayo       25th May 1933” 
 
 
Example of mail flown: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1933/34 ~ Winter (October ~ March) once-weekly 
 

Timetable: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Connections: I.A. African service dep. Athens Sats. No connection with I.A. African service. 
 No connection with I.A. Eastern service. I.A. Eastern service arr. Athens Sats. until 
  Jan. 1934.  No connection after Eastern 
  service was extended to Singapore. 
 Air France service to Saigon connected. Air France service from Saigon connected 
 KLM service to Batavia connected. 
 
 
Aircraft employed: Junkers F13;  Junkers W34;  Junkers Ju60 and Heinkel He70. 

Datestamped Salisbury 8 June 1933, backstamped Berlin 18th and Copenhagen 19th.  
Part of the second dispatch of mail from S.Rhodesia to be flown by D.L.H. It departed 
Salisbury 9th via I.A. service AN118 which arrived Athens 16th: one day late, missing 
connection with the D.L.H. Friday service and so flown to Berlin on Sunday 18th.  It 
was then flown to Copenhagen on 19th via the D.L.H. Berlin ~ Oslo service.  Franked 
at 11d. per ½ oz. rate to Europe with no additional charge for carriage via D.L.H. 

VIENNA	  ~	  ATHENS	  
Winter	  1933/34	  

	  

Vienna	   dep.	   07.40	   	  
Budapest	   dep.	   09.00	   	  
Belgrade	   dep.	   10.55	   	  	  	  	  	  Fridays	  
Sofia	   did	  not	  call	  
Salonica	   dep.	   15.00	  
Athens	   arr.	   16.45	  
	  
	  

ATHENS	  ~	  VIENNA	  
Winter	  1933/34	  

	  

Athens	   dep.	   07.25	  
Salonica	   arr.	   09.15	  
Sofia	   arr.	   11.20	   	  	  	  Sundays	  
Belgrade	   arr.	   12.25	  
Budapest	   arr.	   14.30	  
Vienna	   arr.	   16.00	  
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Route:   
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Examples of mail flown: 
 

 
 

During the winter of 1933/34, 
the Berlin ~ Vienna section 
was not flown and the D.L.H. 
timetable does not provide 
details of rail connections. 

Operated throughout by D.L.H. 
during the winter, including the 
Salonica ~ Athens section. 

Datestamped Kampala 29 
September 1933, backstamped 
Athens 6 October and Wien/ 
Flugpost arrival datestamp of 
8th on front.  Flown by I.A. 
service AN134 which arrived 
Athens one day late on Friday 
6th.  Flown by D.L.H. to 
Vienna on Sunday 8th.  
African mail arriving Athens 
to schedule on Thursdays 
would not normally have been 
flown by D.L.H. 
Correctly franked 95 cents per 
½ oz. air mail fee to Austria. 
It was the second D.L.H. 
service to the winter timetable. 

Datestamped Berlin 12 
March 1934, backstamped 
Munchen/Bahnpostamt 
(Munich Railway P.O.) 
13th and Mbeya 21st.  It 
was sent by train, via 
Munich, to Vienna from 
where it was flown by 
D.L.H. to Athens on Friday 
16th.  Departed Saturday 
17th via I.A. African 
service AS159 which 
arrived Mbeya 21st, from 
where it was sent 30 miles 
by road to Chunya. 
65pf. franking = 25pf. first 
20 grm. basic + 2 x 20pf. 
per 5 grm. air mail fee to 
East Africa. 
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1934 ~ Summer (April) twice-weekly; (May ~ October) once weekly 
 

Timetable:    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Connections: I.A. African service dep. Athens Fris. I.A. African service arr. Athens Tues. 
 No connection with I.A. Eastern service. No connection with I.A. Eastern service. 
 Air France service to Saigon connected. KLM service from Batavia connected. 
 KLM service to Batavia connected. 
 
Aircraft employed:   Junkers F13;  Junkers W34;  Junkers Ju60 and Heinkel He70. 
 
Route: As for summer 1933 (see map page 34).  The Athens ~ Salonica section was operated by Hellenic Air 
Communications Co. from May to October.  D.L.H. took over on 1 November when the winter service commenced. 
 
Examples of mail flown: 

 
 

BERLIN	  ~	  ATHENS	  
Summer	  1934	  

	  

Berlin	   dep.	   06.30	   	  
Vienna	   dep.	   08.45	   	  
Budapest	   dep.	   09.45	   	  
Belgrade	   dep.	   11.15	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Thursdays	  
Sofia	   arr.	   13.55	  
Salonica	   dep.	   15.30	  
Athens	   arr.	   17.30	  
	  
	  

A	   D.L.H.	   summary	   of	   services	   states	   that	  
there	   was	   a	   twice-weekly	   service	   during	  
April	   only	   but	   did	   not	   give	   the	   day	   of	  
operation	  of	  the	  second	  weekly	  service. 

ATHENS	  ~	  BERLIN	  
Summer	  1934	  

	  

Athens	   dep.	   06.30	   	  
Salonica	   arr.	   08.30	   	  
Sofia	   arr.	   09.45	   	  
Belgrade	   arr.	   10.15	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Wednesdays	  
Budapest	   arr.	   11.35	  
Vienna	   arr.	   12.25	  
Berlin	   arr.	   14.30	  
	  
	  

A	   D.L.H.	   summary	   of	   services	   states	   that	  
there	   was	   a	   twice-weekly	   service	   during	  
April	   only	   but	   did	   not	   give	   the	   day	   of	  
operation	  of	  the	  second	  weekly	  service.	  

Datestamped Lusaka 10 Sept. 
1934, backstamped Athens 18th, 
Berlin 19th, Moscow 21st & 
Makeyevka 23rd.  Flown by I.A. 
service AN184 which arrived 
Athens Tuesday 18th. Flown by 
DLH to Berlin on Wed. 19th and 
from there to Moscow by 
Deruluft then finally sent by train 
to Makeyevka. 
Franked 1/2d. per ½ oz. rate to 
‘Russia in Europe’ + 4d. reg. fee. 

Datestamped Nizi 8 Oct. 1934, 
backstamped Athens 16th and 
Belgrade 18th.  Sent by road to 
Juba to connect with I.A. service 
AN188 which arrived Athens 
Tuesday 16th.  Flown to 
Belgrade by DLH on Thurs. 18th: 
one day late due to KLM service 
no. 201 arrival at Athens one day 
late.  It is believed DLH waited 
for the KLM service to arrive. 
The 5.50fr. franking = 2.50fr. for 
first 20 grm. ordinary postage + 
3.00fr. per 5 grm. air fee to 
Europe (excluding Belgium). 
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1934/35 ~ Winter (November ~ March) once-weekly 
 

Timetable:    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Connections: I.A. African service did not connect. I.A. African service arr. Athens Tues. 
 I.A. Eastern service dep. Athens Mons. I.A. Eastern service did not connect. 
  KLM service from Batavia connected. 
 
Aircraft employed: Junkers W34;  Junkers Ju46 and Heinkel He70. 
 
Route:  As in the previous winter, D.L.H. took over operation of the Athens ~ Salonica section from the Greek 
airline and the service terminated at Vienna instead of Berlin.  See map on page 37. 
 
Examples of mail flown: 

 
 
 

ATHENS	  ~	  VIENNA	  
Winter	  1934/35	  	  

	  

Athens	   dep.	   08.25	   	  
Salonica	   arr.	   10.15	   	  
Sofia	   	  	  *	  
Belgrade	   arr.	   12.30	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Wednesdays	  
Budapest	   arr.	   14.30	  
Vienna	   arr.	   16.00	  
	  
	  

*	   Calls	   at	   Sofia	   were	   made	   only	   during	  
March	   1935,	  when	   the	   schedule	   above	  was	  
modified	  slightly	  to	  suit. 

VIENNA	  ~	  ATHENS	  
Winter	  1934/35	  	  

	  

Vienna	   dep.	   07.40	   	  
Budapest	   dep.	   09.00	   	  
Belgrade	   dep.	   10.55	  
Sofia	   	  	  *	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Sundays	  
Salonica	   dep.	   15.00	  
Athens	   arr.	   16.45	  
	  
	  

*	   Calls	   at	   Sofia	   were	   made	   only	   during	  
March	   1935,	  when	   the	   schedule	   above	  was	  
modified	  slightly	  to	  suit. 

Datestamped Blantyre 19 Feb. 
1935, backstamped Athens 26th & 
Wien/Flugpost 27th.  Flown on 
20th to Salisbury by RANA to 
connect with I.A. service AN214 
which arrived Athens Tues. 26th.  
Flown to Vienna by DLH on Wed. 
27th.  Franked 1/2d. per ½ oz. air 
mail rate to Europe. 

Datestamped Johannesburg 1 Jan. 1935, 
backstamped Athens 8th & Wien/Flugpost 
9th.  Flown by I.A. service AN200 which 
arrived Athens Tuesday 21st. Flown to 
Vienna by DLH on Wed. 9th.  Franked 1/- 
per ½ oz. air mail rate, South Africa to 
Europe. 
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1935 ~ Summer (April ~ October) six times weekly 
 

Timetable:   
	  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Connections: I.A. African service dep. Athens Tues. I.A. African service arr. Athens Tues. 
 I.A. African service dep. Athens Fris. I.A. African service arr. Athens Fris. 
 I.A. Eastern service dep. Athens Thurs. I.A. Eastern service arr. Athens Weds. 
 I.A. Eastern service dep. Athens Mons. I.A. Eastern service arr. Athens Sats. did 
 did not connect.  not connect. 
 All KLM and Air France services which All KLM and Air France services which arr. 
 departed any day except Mons. connected. Athens any day except Sats. connected. 
 
Aircraft employed: Junkers Ju52. 
 
Route:  As for the summers of 1933 and 1934 (see map page 34).  Athens ~ Salonica section was operated by 
the Greek air company S.H.C.A. (Societe Hellenique de Communications Aeriennes).  The Vienna ~ Berlin 
section was operated by D.L.H. in conjunction with Austroflug.  Passengers carried from this time onwards. 
 
Example of mail flown: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
1935 ~ Winter (October ~ December) thrice-weekly 
 

Timetable and Route:  DLH Archives were unable to provide a timetable for this period, but in their summary 
of services stated that operation was thrice-weekly.  As in previous winters, DLH took over operation of the 
Athens ~ Salonica section from the Greek airline and the service terminated at Vienna instead of Berlin. 

ATHENS	  ~	  BERLIN	  
Summer	  1935	  

	  

Athens	   dep.	   06.25	   	   	  
Salonica	   arr.	   08.00	   	   	  
Salonica	   dep.	   08.25	  
Sofia	   arr.	   09.55	   	  
Sofia	   dep.	   10.10	  
Belgrade	   arr.	   10.45	   	  	  Daily	  except	  
Belgrade	   dep.	   11.05	   	  	  Sundays	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
Budapest	   arr.	   12.35	   	  
Budapest	   dep.	   12.50	  
Vienna	   arr.	   14.00	  
Vienna	   dep.	   14.50	  
Berlin	   arr.	   17.15	   	  
	  

	  
	  

BERLIN	  ~	  ATHENS	  
Summer	  1935	  

	  

Berlin	   dep.	   07.00	   	  
Vienna	   arr.	   09.25	  
Vienna	   dep.	   09.45	  
Budapest	   arr.	   10.50	   	  
Budapest	   dep.	   11.05	  
Belgrade	   arr.	   12.35	   	  	  	  Daily	  except	  
Belgrade	   dep.	   12.55	   	   	  	  	  Sundays	  
Sofia	   arr.	   15.30	  
Sofia	   dep.	   15.45	  
Salonika	   arr.	   17.15	  
Salonica	   dep.	   17.30	   	   	  
Athens	   arr.	   19.05	  
	  

Datestamped Johannesburg 
18 May 1935, backstamped 
Athens 24th & Sofia 25th.  
flown by I.A. service AN239 
which arrived Athens Friday 
24th.  Flown to Sofia on Sat. 
25th by DLH.  
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1936 ~ (January to September) thrice-weekly 
 

Timetable:   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Connections: I.A. African service up to 17 March (AS327): I.A. African service arr. Athens Tues. 
 dep. Athens Tues. did not connect. I.A. African service arr. Athens Fris. did 
 dep. Athens Fris. at 12.00 connected. not connect. 
 I.A. African service from 22 March (AS328): (The services above arr. Athens at 14.00) 
 dep. Athens Suns. at 12.00 connected. 
 dep. Athens Thurs. connected. 
 I.A. Eastern service dep. Athens Mons. I.A. Eastern service arr, Athens Sats. 
 I.A. Eastern service dep. Athens Thurs. I.A. Eastern service arr. Athens Weds. 
 
Aircraft employed: Junkers Ju52. 
 
Route: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Example of mail flown: 
  

BERLIN	  ~	  ATHENS	  
1936	  (Jan.	  to	  Sept.)	  

	  

Berlin	   dep.	   17.55	   	  	  	  	  	  	  night	  train	  
Vienna	   arr.	   06.30	   	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  (daily)	  
	  

Vienna	   dep.	   07.40	  
Budapest	   arr.	   08.45	   	  	  	  	  	  D.L.H.	  
Budapest	   dep.	   09.00	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Mondays,	  
Belgrade*	   arr.	   10.30	   	  Wednesdays	  
(Belgrade	   dep.	   10.50)	   	   	  	  	  &	  Fridays	  
(Sofia	   arr.	   13.25)	  
	  

Belgrade*	   dep.	   07.55	   Tue.,	  Thur.,	  Sat.	  
Athens*	   arr.	   10.26	   Wed.,	  Fri.,	  Sun.	  
*	  Belgrade	  to	  Athens	  by	  train:	  
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Simplon-Orient	  Express	  (daily).	  
	  
	  

 

ATHENS	  ~	  BERLIN	  	  
1936	  (Jan.	  to	  Sept.)	  

	  

Athens*	   dep.	   20.45	   Sun.,	  Tue.,	  Thur.	  
Belgrade	  *	  arr.	   21.49	   Mon.,	  Wed.,	  Fri.	  
	  

(Sofia	   dep.	   12.10)	  
(Belgrade	   arr.	   12.45)	   	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  D.L.H.	  
Belgrade*	   dep.	  	   13.05	   	  	  	  	  	  Tuesdays,	  
Budapest	   arr.	   14.35	   	  	  	  	  	  Thursdays	  
Budapest	   dep.	  	   14.50	   	  	  	  	  &	  Saturdays	  
Vienna	   arr.	   16.00	  
	  

Vienna	   dep.	   17.00	   	  	  	  	  	  	  night	  train	  
Berlin	   dep.	   06.50	   	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  (daily)	  
	  *	  Athens	  to	  Belgrade	  by	  train:	  
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Simplon-Orient	  Express	  (daily).	  	  	  	  	  	  
	  

	  
	   	  	  	  	  	  
	   	  
	  
	  
	  

 

Datestamped Berlin 15 June 
1936.  No backstamps.  Sent by 
train from Berlin (dep. 15th) to 
Vienna (arr. 16th) to connect 
with DLH service of Wed. 17th 
to Belgrade, then sent by train 
(dep. 07.55, 18th) to Athens 
(arr. 10.26 on 19th).  Departed 
Athens on 21st via I.A. service 
AS354 which arrived Jo’burg. 
27th, from where it was flown 
to Kimberley by South African 
Airways. 
(Cover has a pre-printed South 
African air mail etiquette). 
130pf. franking = 25pf. per 20 
grm. ordinary postage + 3 x 
35pf. per 5 grm. air fee to S.A. 
(letter weighed 14 grm.). 
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1936/37 ~ Winter (October ~ March) thrice-weekly 
 

Timetable:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Connections: I.A. African service dep. Athens Suns. I.A. African service arr. Athens Tues. 
 I.A. African service dep. Athens Thurs. I.A. African service arr. Athens Fris. did 
 did not connect. not connect. 
 I.A. Eastern service dep. Athens Fris. I.A. Eastern service arr. Athens Tues. 
 I.A. Eastern service dep. Athens Mons. I.A. Eastern service arr. Athens Sats. did 
 did not connect. not connect. 
 
Aircraft employed: Junkers Ju52. 
 
Route:  As map on page 34.  Berlin ~ Vienna section operated by D.L.H. in conjunction with Austroflug. 
 
 
 
 
1937 ~ Summer (April ~ September) thrice-weekly 
 

Timetable:  
  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Connections: I.A. African service up to 26 June (AS460): I.A. African service up to 2 July (AN459): 
 dep. Athens Thurs. connected. arr. Athens Fris. connected. 
 dep. Athens Suns. did not connect. arr. Athens Tues. did not connect. 
 I.A. African service from 29 June (DS1): I.A. African service from 6 July (DN1): 
 dep. Athens Sats. connected. arr. Athens Mons. & Fris. connected. 
 dep. Athens Weds. & Suns. did not connect. arr. Athens Suns. did not connect. 
 I.A. Eastern service dep. Athens Mons. & Fris. I.A. Eastern service arr. Athens Tues. & 
 did not connect. Sats. did not connect. 
 
Aircraft employed: Junkers Ju52. 
 
Route:  As map on page 34.  Berlin ~ Vienna section operated by D.L.H. in conjunction with Austroflug. 

ATHENS	  ~	  BERLIN	  
Winter	  1936/37	  

	  

Athens	   dep.	   07.00	   	   	  
Salonica	   arr.	   08.15	   	   	  	  	  Mondays	  
Salonica	   dep.	   08.30	   Wednesdays	  
Sofia	   arr.	   09.50	   	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  &	  
Sofia	   dep.	   10.10	   	  	  	  	  Fridays	  
Belgrade	   arr.	   10.50	   	  
	  

Belgrade	   dep.	   11.10	  
Budapest	   arr.	   12.40	   	  
Budapest	   dep.	   12.55	   	   	  	  	  	  	  every	  
Vienna	   arr.	   14.05	   	   	  	  	  weekday	  
Vienna	   dep.	   14.35	  
Berlin	   arr.	   17.00	   	  
	  
	  

BERLIN	  ~	  ATHENS	  
Winter	  1936/37	  

	  

Berlin	   dep.	   08.10	   	  
Vienna	   arr.	   10.35	   	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
Vienna	   dep.	   10.55	   	  	  	  every	  
Budapest	   arr.	   12.00	   	  weekday	  
Budapest	   dep.	   12.15	  
Belgrade	   arr.	   13.45	   	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
	  

Belgrade	   dep.	   09.00	   	  
Sofia	   arr.	   11.40	   	  	  	  	  Tuesdays	  
Sofia	   dep.	   12.40	  	   	  	  	  Thursdays	  
Salonika	   arr.	   13.30	   	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  &	  
Salonika	   dep.	   14.00	  	   	  	  	  	  Saturdays	  
Athens	   arr.	   15.15	   	  	  	  	  	  
	  
	  

BERLIN	  ~	  ATHENS	  
Summer	  1937	  

	  

Berlin	   dep.	   07.00	   	  	  	  	  	  	  	  D.L.H.	  
Vienna	   arr.	   09.25	   	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  daily	  
	  

Vienna	   dep.	   09.45	  
Budapest	   arr.	   10.50	   	  
Budapest	   dep.	   11.05	  
Belgrade	   arr.	   12.35	   	  	  	  	  D.L.H.	  
Belgrade	   dep.	   12.55	   	   	  	  weekdays	  
Sofia	   arr.	   15.35	  
Sofia	   dep.	   15.55	  
Salonika	   arr.	   17.05	  
	  

Salonica	   dep.	   17.25	   	   D.L.H.	  	  Mon.	  
Athens	   arr.	   18.45	   	   	  Wed.	  &	  Fri.	  
	  

 

ATHENS	  ~	  BERLIN	  	  
Summer	  1937	  

	  

Athens	   dep.	   05.50	   	   D.L.H.	  	  Tues.,	  
Salonica	   arr.	   07.10	   	   Thurs.	  &	  Sat.	  
	  

Salonika	   dep.	   07.25	  
Sofia	   arr.	   08.40	   	  
Sofia	   dep.	   09.00	  
Belgrade	   arr.	   09.30	   	  	  	  	  D.L.H.	  
Belgrade	   dep.	   09.50	   	   	  	  weekdays	  
Budapest	   arr.	   11.20	  
Budapest	   dep.	   11.35	  
Vienna	   arr.	   12.40	  
	  

Vienna	   dep.	   13.40	   	  	  	  	  	  	  	  D.L.H.	  
Berlin	   arr.	   16.05	   	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  daily	  
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1937/38 ~ Winter (October ~ March) thrice-weekly 
 

Timetable:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Connections: I.A. African service up to 31 Oct. (DS 36): I.A. African service up to 29 Oct. (DN 34): 
 dep. Athens Weds. & Suns. connected. arr. Athens Suns. connected. 
 dep. Athens Sats. did not connect. arr. Athens Mons. & Fris. did not connect. 
 I.A. African service from 3 Nov. (DS37): I.A. African service from 2 Nov. (DN35): 
 dep. Suns. & Mons. connected. arr. Athens Tues. & Suns. connected. 
 dep. Athens Thurs. did not connect. arr. Athens Fris. did not connect. 
 I.A. Eastern service up to 29 Oct. (IE596): I.A. Eastern service up to 16 Nov. (IW599): 
 dep. Athens Mons. & Fris. connected. arr. Athens Tues. connected. 
  arr. Athens Fris. did not connect. 
 I.A. Eastern service from 3 Nov. (IE597): I.A. Eastern service from 20 Nov. (IW600): 
 dep. Tues. & Sats. did not connect. arr. Athens Tues. connected. 
  arr. Athens Sats. did not connect. 
 I.A. Calcutta service from 25 Feb. ’38 (CE1): I.A. Eastern services from Feb.’38 (IW630): 
 dep. Athens Fris. & Suns. connected. neither of the two services connected. 
  I.A. Calcutta services from Feb.’38 (CW1): 
  arr. Athens Fris./Sats. did not connect. 
  arr. Athens Tues. connected. 
Aircraft employed: Junkers Ju52. 
 
Route:    As previous.  Berlin ~ Vienna section operated by D.L.H. in conjunction with Austroflug. 
 
Example of mail flown: 
 

 

ATHENS	  ~	  BERLIN	  
Winter	  1937/38	  

	  

Athens	   dep.	   07.45	   	   	  
Salonica	   arr.	   09.10	   	   	  
Salonica	   dep.	   09.30	  
Sofia	   arr.	   10.50	   	  
Sofia	   dep.	   11.10	  
Belgrade	   arr.	   11.50	   	  	  Mon.,	  Wed.	  
Belgrade	   dep.	   12.10	   	  	  	  	  	  	  &	  Fri.	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
Budapest	   arr.	   13.45	   	  
Budapest	   dep.	   14.00	  
Vienna	   arr.	   15.10	  
Vienna	   dep.	   15.30	  
Berlin	   arr.	   18.05	   	  
	  

BERLIN	  ~	  ATHENS	  
Winter	  1937/38	  

	  

Berlin	   dep.	   08.20	   	   	  	  Mon.,	  Wed.	  
Vienna	   arr.	   10.35	   	   	  	  	  	  	  	  &	  Fri.	  
	  

Vienna	   dep.	   07.40	  
Budapest	   arr.	   08.40	   	  
Budapest	   dep.	   08.55	  
Belgrade	   arr.	   10.30	   	  
Belgrade	   dep.	   10.50	   	   	  	  Tue.,	  Thur.	  
Sofia	   arr.	   13.30	   	   	  	  	  	  	  	  &	  Sat.	  
Sofia	   dep.	   13.50	  
Salonika	   arr.	   15.10	  
Salonica	   dep.	   15.30	   	   	  
Athens	   arr.	   16.55	   	   	  
	  

 

Datestamped Wien 25 
March 1938, backstamped 
Athens 26th & Dar 31st.  
Flown by DLH from 
Vienna to Athens on 
Saturday 26th (currency 
control mark applied at 
Athens) then by IA service 
DS78 which departed 
Athens 28th and arrived 
Dar es Salaam 31st (one 
day late). 
 

1.30sch. franking = 60gr. 
first 20 grm. ordinary 
postage + 70gr. per 5 grm. 
air fee to Tanganyika. 
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1938 ~ Summer (April ~ October) five times weekly 
 

Timetable:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Connections: I.A. African services: I.A. African services: 
 dep. Athens Thurs. and Sats. connected. arr. Athens Mons., Thurs., Suns. connected. 
 dep. Athens Suns. connected (1 day delay). 
 I.A. Eastern services up to 29 July (SE1): I.A. Eastern services up to 13 Aug. (IW677): 
 dep. Athens Mons. & Fris. connected. arr. Athens Weds. connected. 
  arr. Athens Sats. connected (1 day delay). 
 I.A. Calcutta services: I.A. Calcutta services up to 30 Sept. (CW61) 
 dep. Athens Thurs. & Sats. connected. arr. Athens Thurs. & Suns. connected. 
 I.A. Eastern services from 30 July (SE2): I.A. Eastern services from 17 Aug. (SW1): 
 dep. Athens Mons. & Fris. connected. arr. Athens Weds., Fris., Suns. connected. 
 dep. Athens Suns. connected (1 day delay). 
  I.A. Calcutta services from 3 Oct. (CW62): 
  arr. Athens Tues. connected. 
  arr. Athens Sats. connected (1 day delay). 
 
Aircraft employed: Junkers Ju52. 
 
Route:   As previous.  Berlin ~ Vienna section operated by D.L.H. in conjunction with Austroflug. 
 
Example of mail flown: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

ATHENS	  ~	  BERLIN	  
Summer	  1938	  

	  

Athens	   dep.	   06.00	   	   	  	  	  	  	  
Salonica	   arr.	   07.25	   	   	  	  	  	  
Sofia	   arr.	   09.15	   	  	  	  	  	  	  every	  	  
Belgrade	   arr.	   10.10	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  weekday	  
Budapest	   arr.	   12.05	   	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
Vienna	   arr.	   13.20	  
	  

Vienna	   dep.	   14.00	   	   	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Daily	  
Berlin	   arr.	   16.30	   	  
	  

	  
	  

BERLIN	  ~	  ATHENS	  
Summer	  1938	  

	  

Berlin	   dep.	   07.00	   	   	  	  	  	  	  	  Daily	  
Vienna	   arr.	   09.30	   	   	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
	  

Vienna	   dep.	   09.50	  
Budapest	   arr.	   10.50	  
Belgrade	   arr.	   12.40	   	  	  	  	  	  	  every	  
Sofia	   arr.	   15.35	   	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  weekday	  
Salonika	   arr.	   17.25	   	  	  	  	  	  	  
Athens	   arr.	   19.10	   	  
	  

Datestamped Durban 13 August 1938.  No backstamps.  Flown by I.A. service DN 118 which departed 
Durban14 Aug. and arrived Athens to schedule on Thursday 18th.  Flown by DLH to Berlin on Friday 19th 
and then, probably, on the same day by the DLH night service to Kiel (dep. Berlin 20.15, arrive Kiel 22.15).  
Struck with rectangular, purple Kiel ‘arrival by air’ handstamp.  Franked 1/- per ½ oz. S.A.  rate to Europe. 
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1938/39 ~ Winter (November ~ February) thrice-weekly 
 

Timetable:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Connections: I.A. African services: I.A. African services: 
 dep. Athens Thurs. & Sats. connected. arr. Athens Mons. connected. 
 dep. Athens Suns. connected (1 day delay). arr. Athens Thurs. & Suns. connected but 
  with a 1 day delay. 
 I.A. Eastern services: I.A. Eastern services: 
 dep. Athens Mons. did not connect. arr. Athens Weds. & Fris. connected. 
 dep. Athens Fris. & Suns. connected but arr. Athens Suns. connected (1 day delay). 
 with a 1 day delay. 
 I.A. Calcutta services: I.A. Calcutta services: 
 dep. Athens Thurs. & Sats. connected. arr. Athens Tues. connected (1 day delay). 
  arr. Athens Sats. did not connect. 
 
Aircraft employed: Junkers Ju52. 
 
Route:  As previous.  Berlin ~ Vienna section operated by D.L.H. in conjunction with Austroflug. 
 
 
Example of mail flown: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

ATHENS	  ~	  BERLIN	  
Winter	  1938/39	  

	  

Athens	   dep.	   07.40	   	   	  	  	  	  	  
Salonica	   arr.	   09.05	   	   	  	  	  	  
Sofia	   arr.	   10.55	   Tues.,	  Thur.	  	  
Belgrade	   arr.	   11.50	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  &	  Sat.	  
Budapest	   arr.	   13.45	   	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
Vienna	   arr.	   15.10	  
	  

Vienna	   dep.	   15.30	   	   	  	  	  	  	  Daily	  
Berlin	   arr.	   17.30	   	  
	  

BERLIN	  ~	  ATHENS	  
Winter	  1938/39	  

	  

Berlin	   dep.	   08.00	   	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Daily	  
Vienna	   arr.	   10.00	   	   	  	  	  	  	  	  
	  

Vienna	   dep.	   07.40	  
Budapest	   arr.	   08.40	  
Belgrade	   arr.	   10.30	   Mon.,	  Wed.	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
Sofia	   arr.	   13.25	   	  	  	  	  	  	  &	  Fri.	  
Salonika	   arr.	   15.15	   	  	  	  	  	  	  
Athens	   arr.	   17.00	   	  
	  

Datestamped Riga-Lidplasts (Air mail) 6 December 1938, backstamped Berlin same day.  Flown to Berlin 
by the D.L.H. Helsingfors – Riga – Berlin service on 6 Dec. and from Berlin to Athens by D.L.H. on 
Wednesday 7th.  There it connected with I.A. service DS151 which departed Athens 8th and arrived 
Lourenço Marques 12th.  It was flown to Jo’burg. by South African Airways feeder service on the 13th. 
The 1 Lat – 20 santimes franking is thought to comprise 35s. first 20 grm. ordinary + 85s. per 5 grm. air fee. 
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1939 Summer (March ~ August) five times weekly 
 

Timetable: 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Connections: I.A. African service: I.A. African service: 
 dep. Athens Thurs. & Sats. connected. arr. Athens Mons., Thurs., Suns. connected. 
 dep. Athens Suns. connected (1 day delay). 
 I.A. Eastern services to 14 April (SE112): I.A. Eastern services: 
 dep. Athens Fris. connected. arr. Athens Weds. & Suns. connected. 
 dep. Athens Suns. connected (1 day delay). arr. Athens Fris. did not connect. 
 dep. Athens Mons. did not connect. 
 I.A. Calcutta services up to 14 April (CE120): I.A. Calcutta services: 
 dep. Athens Thurs. & Sats. connected. arr. Athens Tues. connected. 
  arr. Athens Sats. connected (1 day delay). 
 I.A. Eastern services from 16 April (SE113): 
 dep. Athens Thurs. connected. 
 dep. Athens Suns. connected (1 day delay) 
 dep. Athens Mons. did not connect. 
 I.A. Calcutta services from 17 April (CE121): 
 dep. Athens Tues. & Fris. connected. 
 
Aircraft employed: Junkers Ju52. 
 
Route:  As previous.  Berlin ~ Vienna section operated by D.L.H. in conjunction with Austroflug. 
 
Example of mail flown: 
 

ATHENS	  ~	  BERLIN	  
Summer	  1939	  

	  

Athens	   dep.	   07.40	   	   	  	  	  	  	  
Salonica	   arr.	   09.05	   	   	  	  	  	  every	  
Sofia	   arr.	   10.55	   	  	  weekday	  
Belgrade	   arr.	   11.50	  
	  

Belgrade	   dep.	   12.15	   	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
Budapest	   arr.	   13.35	   	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
	  

Vienna	   arr.	   14.45	  	   	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Daily	  
Berlin	   arr.	   17.10	   	  
	  

BERLIN	  ~	  ATHENS	  
Summer	  1939	  

	  

Berlin	   dep.	   07.00	   	  	  	  	  	  	  Daily	  
Vienna	   arr.	   09.00	   	   	  	  	  	  
	  

Vienna	   dep.	   09.20	  
Budapest	   arr.	   10.05	  
Belgrade	   arr.	   11.40	   	  	  	  every	   	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
Sofia	   arr.	   14.55	   	  	  	  	  weekday	  
Salonika	   arr.	   16.45	   	  	  	  	  	  	  
Athens	   arr.	   18.30	   	  
	  

Datestamped Ljubijana 3 
March 1939, backstamped 
Belgrade 4th & Zemum 
5th.  Sent by train to 
Belgrade and then by road 
to Zemum airport (5 miles 
outside Belgrade).  Flown 
from there to Athens by 
D.L.H. on Monday 6th. 
Departed Athens 9th via 
I.A. African service 
DS177 which arrived 
Lourenço Marques 13th, 
from where it was flown 
by S.A.A. to Jo’burg. 
The 20.50 dinars franking 
comprises 4 dinars (first 
20 grm.) ordinary postage 
+ 16.50 dinars per 5 grm. 
air mail fee to S.Africa. 
Although an Air France 
envelope, it was not flown 
by Air France any stage! 
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Conclusion 
 

The D.L.H. Athens ~ Berlin service closed on 27 October 1939 but no doubt ceased to carry British Empire 
mail as soon as, or perhaps even just before Britain declared war on Germany on 3 September 1939. 
 
It has turned out to be a lengthy listing of services but it is, I hope you will agree, necessary to enable readers 
to identify mail flown by D.L.H.  I would be delighted to include in the next issue examples of mail from the 
East flown by D.L.H., including items carried by K.L.M. and Air France as well as Imperial Airways, so 
please have a search through your collections to see if you can find some and send me copies. 
 
I composed the listings of connections with D.L.H. by the I.A. African and Eastern services from timetables in 
my African and Eastern “Movements of Aircraft” books which I expect most of you hold.  I say this because I 
may have made mistakes with these listings and I would be delighted if some of you double check and let me 
know if you come across any. 
 
So far as the African route is concerned, I have found that mail from South and South-West Africa to 
Germany is by far the most common.  Items from all other places in Africa to all other European countries is 
quite difficult to find and in the reverse direction, even more difficult.  As yet, I have not seen a single cover 
from The Sudan but I expect they exist. 
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Your questions and answers 

 
A. 1.  This space was almost a blank one, saved only by Bryan Dudley Stamp!  I have received no new 
questions (how erudite you must all be!) but Bryan kindly wrote the following in response to question 1, 
published in the last issue: 
 
“The answer to the query on page 54 re parcel label is 1929 or 1930.  The clue is the I.A. badge which did not 
come in before 1929! 
The aircraft is an Argosy – surely an HP42 would have been shown in 1931!  I rest my case!” 
 
To remind you of the badge referred to, a scan of it from part of John Oliver’s label is shown below:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Q. 3.  This badge has raised some questions in my mind.  If, as Bryan says, it was not introduced until 1929, 
what badge did I.A. use in the five years of the company’s existence preceding the introduction of this badge? 
Comparison of the badge above and that shown on the cover of our Gazette shows that the IA logo in the 
‘wreath shield’ is different in each: the one above is composed of the letters “IA,” whilst that on our cover is 
composed of the letters “IAL.”  I wonder how many versions there are and who designed them? 
Now somebody is going to ask where I obtained the version I use on the front cover, aren’t they? Well, dear 
oh dear, I can’t remember and even as I write I’m beginning to think it might have been a bad idea to start 
down this road!  Never mind!  I’ll try to remember before the next issue and I look forward to receiving your 
thoughts and, hopefully, someone will come up with a definitive history of the design of the I.A. badge. 
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Mail carried by I.A. originating in the Protectorate of Bohemia and Moravia 
 

By Richard Beith 
 

The Protectorate was formed on 16 March 1939 following the German invasion.  Between that date and the 
outbreak of WWII, mail can be found dispatched to all corners of the globe, though often subject to currency 
control.  The two covers shown here were presumably transferred to I.A. at Athens? 
 

Cover 1: Prague, 27 July 1939, to Karachi, arrived 1 August. 
 

Cover 2: Brno, 1 September 1939, to Melbourne, Sydney transit 14 September. 
 

The franking corresponds to 2.50K for an overseas letter up to 20g + 2.50K/5g air fee to India, or 5.00K/5g air 
fee to Australia.  The circular DK marks are currency control handstamps.  The cover to India shows a mixed 
franking of Czechoslovak stamps and Protectorate overprints, but the cover to Australia still uses pre-
Protectorate issues.  By the time this cover reached Australia, WWII had started and it was opened by 
Australian censors. 
 

 

Cover 1. 
Front & reverse. 
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Czechoslovak air mail to African and Eastern destinations 
 

By Peter Wingent 
 
It was pure serendipity that Richard wrote the piece above at the same time that I wrote the piece about the 
D.L.H. Athens ~ Berlin service because it provides an ideal opportunity to consider the question of how 
Czechoslovak air mail to Africa and the East connected with the I.A. trunk services.  In his piece, Richard 
posed the question, “The two covers shown here were presumably transferred to I.A. at Athens?”  In addition, 
in his covering letter to me when he sent the article he also said, “I hope you can identify the IA flights from 
the backstamps!” 
 
Before attempting to answer Richard’s questions, it is worth starting by looking at the maps shown on the 
following page, from which it will be seen that whilst the geographic position of Czechoslovakia was adjacent 
to the D.L.H. route, the service did not call anywhere in the country and neither did the KLM Dutch East 
Indies service which is shown on the map.  Thus all air mail from Czechoslovakia to African and Eastern 
destinations commenced its journey by train to Budapest, where both KLM and DLH services called.  

Cover 2.  Front & reverse. 
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I have only two reference sources relating to Czechoslovak air mail.  The first is a copy of an article held in 
the BAeF library and kindly supplied to me by Barbara Priddy.  It is entitled “Czechoslovak Air Mails from 
the 1930s – Air Mail to Africa,” by Andrej Tekel, published in “Filatelie,” April 2004.  The author deals only 
very briefly with how mail connected with I.A. by saying, “Air mail to British Colonies in East and South 
Africa took the following route: by train No. 64 to Budapest, from Budapest air route No. 133 Amsterdam – 
Bandoeng (section Budapest – Athens), in Athens mail was transferred to air route No. 134 Great Britain – 
South Africa.”   
 
From the maps below it is clear that the routing given above could be followed during the winter months but 
mail from Czechoslovakia could not connect at Budapest with KLM during the summer months. 
 

 
Above: map showing the summer and winter 
routes of the European section of the KLM 
Dutch East Indies service. 
 
Left:  map showing KLM European services 
with the summer and winter routes of the DEI 
service indicated by dashed lines.  (Although 
the line of the summer service passes through 
Prague, the service did not call there – see map 
above.) 
 
(Maps taken from “Wonders of World Aviation, 
Vol. 1” edited by Clarence Winchester, 
published circa 1938). 
 
 

My second source is John Sear’s book, “The Air Mails of Egypt” which consistently states that from June 
1932 to October 1937, with one exception, mail from Egypt to Czechoslovakia was routed via KLM to 
Budapest during the summer months and to Athens during the winter months.  The exception being in May 
1933, when it was routed via Vienna.  These routings tally very well with the KLM service operating through 
Budapest each summer and not doing so during the winters. 
 
From here on I can only conjecture, and I would welcome confirmation anyone can provide, by proposing that 
during the winters air mail from Czechoslovakia was sent from Prague by train to either Budapest or Vienna 
and then flown to Athens by the DLH Berlin ~ Athens service and similarly in the reverse direction. 
 
In the summers air mail was sent by train to Budapest and then flown by KLM.  Here another point arises 
which I find inexplicable.  From the backstamps on the few covers I hold and three which Richard has shown 
me, it would appear that some mail from Czechoslovakia was flown to Athens and some to Alexandria 
although the latter only during a short period in 1938.  A listing of the covers will illustrate the point: 
 
Prague, 16 Feb. 1933. Backstamped Athens air mail 24 Feb. to Moshi 2 March. (PW cover) 
Prague, 10 Dec. 1934. Backstamped Athens air mail 12 Dec. to Kampala 17 Dec. (PW cover) 
Prague, 28 April 1936. Backstamped Athens air mail 29 April to Jo’burg.  No b/s. (RB cover) 
Prague, 5 May 1936. Backstamped Athens air mail 6 May to Cape Town.  No b/s. (RB cover) 
Prague, 2 April 1938. Backstamped Alexandria 6 April to Nairobi 11 April. (PW cover) 
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Prague, 4 April 1938. Backstamped Alexandria 10 April to Jo’burg.  No b/s. (RB cover) 
Prague, 13 June 1938. Backstamped Alexandria 17 June to Nanyuki 20 June. (PW cover) 
 
I would love to hear from anyone who can shed more light on this tricky subject. 

 
Finally, to return to Richard’s two covers and their routing and services! 
 

Cover 1: Posted Prague, 27 July 1939 (Thursday).  Sent by train to Budapest where it connected with KLM 
service which departed Sat. 29 July and arrived Athens same day and Alexandria Sun. 30th.  I.A. 
service SE159 dep. Athens 31 July and Alexandria 1 August.  Arrived Karachi same day.  Thus 
the cover could have been flown to either Athens or Alexandria to connect with SE159. 

 

Cover 2: Posted Prague 1 Sept. 1939 (Friday).  Sent by train to Budapest where it connected with KLM 
service which departed Sat. 2 Sept. and arrived Athens same day and Alexandria Sun. 3rd.  I.A. 
service SE174 dep. Athens 3 Sept. and Alex. 4th.  Scheduled to arrive Sydney 12th but 2 days late. 

 
 

 
 

First I.A. service from Cape Town ~ cover to Berlin with C2 cachet 
 

Material provided by Stan Wheatcroft 
 
When Stan heard about the Berlin C2 cachet on covers flown by DLH, he sent me a copy of his superb first 
flight cover, illustrated on the front of this issue.  The reverse of the cover is shown below and among the 
backstamps is a Paris Gare Avion, 16 Feb. 1932.  Having arrived in Paris by train from Brindisi, this 
backstamp and the Berlin C2 cachet prove that mail for Berlin, and probably mail in transit through Berlin, 
was flown and not sent by train. 
 
It is signed by the pilots who flew the first stages of the service: 
 

Captain R.F. Caspareuthus who flew the DH66 City of Karachi from Cape Town to Johannesburg. 
 

Captain H.W. Alger who flew the DH66 City of Basra from Johannesburg to Salisbury. 
 

 
 


