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Editorial 
 

Almost exactly thirty years ago, in September 1993, Stan Wheatcroft posted the first edition of Imperial 

Airways Gazette to six friends who were the founding members of the Imperial Airways Study Group. They 

were Norman Clowes, Duncan Crewe, Robert Preston, Bryan Stokoe, Joan Widdowson and Peter Wingent. In 

the next issue Stan announced that Bill Colley had joined the group. 

 

I will type below the opening paragraph of Stan’s editorial in that first edition:   

 

“I have at last taken the plunge and started what I hope will be something on the lines of a discussion / study 

group which will be mainly involved with the air mails carried by Imperial Airways. There is no reason 

however why other air mails should not be covered as well. I decided that the important thing to do was to 

make a start and see how things progressed. I hope that you will all play a part in any way that you might 

wish with a view to adding interest and information for us all to share.” 

 

I hope you will agree that thirty years later the Gazette is fulfilling Stan’s original intent. 

 
How technology has changed over the last thirty years! In his first editorial Stan described in great detail how 

he included illustrations in the Gazette.  In summary, he laid the covers on the floor on a black background 

and took photographs with a camera with a zoom lens on a tripod.  He then got them printed in Boots and 

pasted them onto the pages of each individual copy. A labour of love indeed.   

 

Later, as membership numbers increased, Stan resorted to photocopies of covers, which in those days were 

black and white.  Stan was such a generous man. He made no charge for the Gazette. Apart from the cost of 

printing the photos, he had to get the editions photocopied and then posted to members. Compared to the 

labourious process Stan had to go through to produce each edition, I am grateful for today’s technology. 

 

In 2003, after producing the June edition, Stan persuaded to me take over the Gazette, my first edition being 

that of December 2003, so it is nearing my 20th anniversary! It was not until the June 2007 edition that I was 

able to introduce colour illustrations.  At first it was a mixture of colour and black and white as each member 

gradually gained access to a colour scanner.   

 

Thanks to the continued improvements in technology, today I am able to produce full colour editions and 

email them worldwide. No more addressing envelopes and going to a post office with a bundle and sticking on 

stamps.  I wonder where AI will take us in the future. 

 

I am pleased that this edition is a good size and contains a wide range of topics with, hopefully, something of 

interest for each of you.  As always, I thank the contributors, without whom we would not have a magazine.  

As always Duncan Crewe has filled many pages with his splendid material and first-time contributor Rick 

Green has provided us with an important article which reveals previously unknown information about service 

AN6. 

 

Until May the group’s Zoom meetings continued to be popular with a regular attendance of over twenty.  

Unfortunately, the May meeting was short of both presentations and viewers. As you will know, following 

this meeting I made an appeal for more presentations and I make the same appeal for articles for the 

December Gazette.  If you care to count the pages of this edition, you will find that Duncan and myself have 

contributed about two thirds of the total.  I made the point in my email after the Zoom meeting that we are 

finding it ever more difficult to find material to show, so we need your help.  Please have a go at putting 

something together, however brief, for the next Zoom meeting in September and/or the December Gazette. 

 

I repeat what Stan Wheatcroft wrote in the first edition, I hope that you will all play a part in any way that you 

might wish with a view to adding interest and information for us all to share. 

 

Finally, information for new members of the group: all issues of the Gazette from June 2003 onwards can be 

found on the British Airmail Society website at britishairmailsociety.co.uk/ia/index.html. Access is available 

to non-members of the society. 
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The U.K. Post Office air mail label booklets 
 

By Peter Wingent 

 

In Issue no. 54 of the Gazette (December 2018, pp. 24-33) I told the story of the design of the first issue of the 

Post Office air mail label booklets incorporating Imperial Airways advertising.  Whilst the file in the British 

Postal Museum & Archive [1] contained a reasonably full account of the evolution of the design of the first 

booklet, the stories of the later booklets are very incomplete.  However, one or two unrelated snippets from 

the BPMA file might be of interest. 

 

The U.K. Post Office apparently sent supplies of the booklets to administrations along the African route but 

the only evidence to be found is in a letter dated 13 September 1932 from C.F. Snowden Gamble of Imperial 

Airways to J.H. Greenwood of the G.P.O. who wrote: 
 

“Dear Greenwood, 
 

I have heard from the Station Superintendent at M’beya that the M’beya Post Office finds that the Air Mail  

Booklets which you sent out to them are not a great deal of use because, owing to the excessive humidity of 

the atmosphere, the gum on the labels has stuck onto the interleaves and he therefore suggests that oiled 

paper be inserted between the various leaves. 

 

I think this is a most valuable suggestion and perhaps you could take up the matter with the Stationery Office. 

 

I attach to this letter a sample of the paper that the Local Administration use to prevent the re-occurrence of 

this trouble.” 

 

The next day Greenwood enquired via an internal memo to The Controller of the P.O. Stores Department: 

 

“Have any books of air mail labels been supplied to Tanganyika?” 

 

The Stores Department replied on 20 September stating; 

 

5,000 books of air mail labels were supplied to Tanganyika on the 16th June last.” 

 

Before receiving the reply from the Stores Department, Greenwood replied to Snowden Gamble of Imperial 

Airways on 17 September 1932: 

 

“Dear Gamble, 
 

With reference to the books of air mail labels, we have considered the question of inserting pieces of oiled 

paper between the gummed side of the labels and the advertisements and find that this would increase the cost 

of production considerably, rendering impracticable reduction in the charge for the advertisement space. The 

labels do not seem to stick to the advertisements in this country and as the great majority of the books are 

used here we hope that you will agree that the question of inserting the oiled paper need not be pursued.” 

 

In the extract from Greenwood’s letter above, mention is made of the reduction of the charge made to Imperial 

Airways for advertising space. This is because negotiations re this charge were being conducted at this time 

and Greenwood’s letter made an offer to Imperial Airways of a reduction in the final paragraph: 

 

“On that understanding [i.e. no oiled paper insertions] we would suggest that Imperial Airways’ payments for 

the advertisement space in the books might be reduced from £65 to £50 per edition for the next four editions.  

If you agree to these terms we suggest that the copy for the next edition will be required in about a month’s 

time.” 

 

Snowden Gamble replied on 21 September saying, “I quite understand the position about the air mail label 

booklets. I note that you have reduced the price for the next four editions …..” 

 

This single reference to the sending of a supply of booklets to Tanganyika begs the question, where else were 

supplies sent? I wonder if any member has a booklet with the air mail labels stuck to the advertisements which 

might just have once been in Tanganyika! 
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When the second edition of the type 4 booklets was issued in August 1934, Mr. Snowden Gamble was very 

disappointed with the quality of the printing. Rather than quote his letter, I thought readers might like to see 

the original.  (I photographed the document at the BPMA. I am afraid the bending effect is due to my poor 

photographic skills and the difficulty of working indoors in artificial light).  
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The draft of Mr. Bell’s reply is shown below: 
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Two booklets from this printing are shown above. The one on the left is clearly a much paler shade of blue 

than the one on the right.  Given that 120,000 poor quality booklets were distributed, does any reader have an 

example of one as poorly printed as that described by Snowden Gamble? 

 

I was surprised that I was able to find only one mention of the name of the printing company for the booklets 

in the BPMA files.  That is Waterlow and it was on the label shown below. The date of 12 June 1935, shows it 

was sent with the first proof of the last issue of the type 4 booklets.  The red ink note on the booklet cover 

reads, “Specimen for style, colour and quality of paper.” Note that the blue is a good deep shade. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The only other reference I have been able to find re the identity of the printers is in a Stanley Gibbons 

specialized catalogue which states, “The panes comprised four labels printed by Waterlow (later Harrison).”  

I do not know when the change from Waterlow to Harrison took place but perhaps it was after this last issue 

of the type 4 booklets. 
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Imperial Airways Staff News & Weekly News Bulletin 
 

Material provided by Duncan Crewe 

 

Editor: Duncan recently obtained runs of both of these publications.  He says that he was unaware of the Staff 

News until he obtained these and asks if any reader has copies of any others?  If so please let either Duncan or 

myself know. 

 

Duncan chose this edition to send because he thought that readers will be interested to see if they have been 

pronouncing correctly the names of the flying boats.  Both he and I had been getting some wrong! 
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The last through service from South Africa to the U.K. in June 1940 
 

By Peter Wingent 

 

The treatment of mail carried on the last services from both Africa and the East prior to the entry of Italy into 

the war on 10 June 1940 has been described in accurate detail by Bob Clark [1] & [2].  The services involved 

were African services DN277 and DN278 and Eastern service SW246.  All three terminated en route. 

 

The subject of this article is African service DN276 which was the last through service from Durban to the 

U.K.  The interesting aspect is that it followed a diversion on the Mediterranean section to avoid calling at 

Brindisi and Bracciano (Rome). The diversion was flown on 10 June: the day Italy declared war.  The details 

have been obtained from the BOAC June 1940 aircraft movement chart [3].  The relevant portion of the chart 

is shown in figure 1 and a map of the diverted portion of the service in figure 2.  The chart also shows that the 

previous service (DN275) followed the normal route with calls at Brindisi and Bracciano. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Figure 1. (Red text added by Peter Wingent) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 Figure 2 
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The cover shown in figure 3 was flown by service DN276.  It was posted in Lourenço Marques on 4 June 

1940 and arrived at Poole at 11.30 on 11 June, to schedule despite the lengthy diversion. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 3. 

 

The full itinerary of service DN276 is shown below (times given are L.S.T.): 

 
 Durban dep. 06.10 05 June Castor 
 Mozambique arr.     - 05 June Castor 
 Mozambique dep. 11.10 06 June Castor 
 Kisumu arr.     - 06 June Castor 
 Kisumu dep. 08.00 07 June Castor 
 Khartoum arr. 17.45 07 June Castor 
 Khartoum dep. 05.30 08 June Castor 
 Alexandria arr. 17.45 08 June Castor 
 Alexandria dep. 08.00 09 June Cathay 
 Athens arr. 12.48 09 June Cathay 
 Athens dep. 13.45 09 June Cathay 
 Corfu arr.     - 09 June Cathay 
 Corfu dep. 06.15 10 June Cathay 
 Malta arr. 07.00 10 June Cathay 
 Malta dep. 08.40 10 June Cathay 
 Bizerte dep. 12.40 10 June Cathay 
 Ajaccio arr.     - 10 June Cathay 
 Ajaccio dep. 04.20 11 June Cathay 
 Biscarosse dep. 10.15 11 June Cathay 
 Poole arr. 13.30 11 June Cathay 

 

Of the Eastern route services, only eastbound service SE254 followed the diverted Mediterranean route, flying 

the Ajaccio - Bizerte - Malta - Corfu section on 10 June. Of the westbound services, SW245 called at Brindisi 

and Rome on 8 June and CW224 called at both places on 9 June.  

 

References: 
[1] Clark, R. African Repositioning Flights in June 1940. Air Mail News No. 226, August 2014, pp. 20-24. 

[2] Bob Clark’s website: www.nzstamps.org.uk. 

[3] British Airways Archive, Harmondsworth, London. 

http://www.nzstamps.org.uk/
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Underpaid cover from Geneva to Melbourne 
 

Material provided by Bob Medland via Sue Burn 

 

This album page, showing a very interesting cover, is owned by Bob Medland who is President of the Society 

of Postal Historians and a friend of Sue Burn.  It is reproduced here with Bob’s permission, for which many 

thanks, and was sent to me by Sue.  Bob’s description is very full but Sue added in her email to me that the 

Airlines of Australia service, using DC2s, commenced on 3 August 1937. 
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BOAC leaflet, April 1940 
Material provided by Duncan Crewe 

 

Very kindly, Duncan has sent me scans of the BOAC leaflet shown below which he acquired recently. He 

says that it is the first example he has seen. 
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A strange airmail cover to South Africa 
 

By Nicholas Arrow 

 

My interest in South African Airmails, in the pre-WW II period, now veers to the commercial items of mail, 

and, in pursuance of that goal, I acquired a cover from Tananarive, Madagascar, to Durban.   The sender was 

the Banque de Madagascar and it was posted in Tananarive on the 27th October 1936 addressed to Barclays 

Bank in Durban. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

There is also a transit mark on the rear of the cover when the 

cover was taken off and transferred to the Imperial Airways 

service at Broken Hill.   So far so good. 

 

However, the left hand side of the front of the cover was 

impressed with a cachet - the scan shows this much more 

clearly than it is "in the flesh” as it were – which, translated 

from the original French, reads “First Flight Madagascar – Europe / (Sabena) / via Elisabethville -Stanleyville 

/ Bangui – Oran – Marseille – Brussels”.   Broken Hill lies well to the South-east of Elisabethville.   In 

addition, I was sure that Sabena, the Belgian national airline, never operated in Madagascar, as is implied by 

the cachet. 

 

As is usual, when I do not know what is going on, I turned to a certain P. Wingent, for help and, as usual, I 

was not disappointed.   The full story, however, goes back quite a few years. 

 

Sabena was founded in 1923, and part of its initial funding came from Belgians living in the Congo.   An early 

experimental passenger and cargo air service in the Congo (L.A.R.A. – the 

 

Ligne Aérienne du Roi Albert) had gone to the wall and it was expected that that the new national airline 

would come to the rescue, which, in fairness, it did, so that by the start of the 1930’s, Sabena had a substantial 

air service in the Congo, but separate from their European service.   After some test flights in 1934, an air link 

with Belgium to the Congo was finally inaugurated in February 1935.   There were actually 2 services, 

operating on a week on/week off basis, Brussels to Léopoldville (flown by Sabena) and Paris to Brazzaville 

(flown by Air Afrique).    

 

In November 1935, Sabena extended their service from Léopoldville (in the south-west corner of the country) 

to Elisabethville.   This was very much a “stopping service” with numerous ports-of-call in Saharan Africa 

and the Congo - the service took 6 days from Brussels to Elisabethville.   At the same time, Régie Malgache 

(or Malagache, otherwise Service de la Navigation Aérienne de Madagascar), extended their feeder service 

from Tananarive to Elisabethville, serving both Sabena and Air Afrique. 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ligne_A%C3%A9rienne_du_Roi_Albert
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In November 1936, Sabena’s route changed, turning east at Libenge (in the north-west corner of Belgian 

Congo) and going via Stanleyville to Elisabethville), simultaneously reducing the time taken for the flight 

from Brussels to Elisabethville from 6 to 5 days. 

 

My cover was therefore carried by Régie Malgache as far as Broken Hill on the inaugural return flight of this 

new, through, accelerated service from Elisabethville to Brussels.    

 

What is remarkable about my cover is that (a) it is a genuine commercial cover and not philatelic, (b) it was 

carried on a routing which had already been in operation for over two years and (c) it received a cachet 

referring to an airline which did not carry it! 

 

 

 

 

IA/Qantas services – Australian connecting services 
 

By Ed Wolf 

 

[Editor: During the March Zoom meeting Chris Hawley asked how mail arriving in Australia via the Imperial 

Airways/Qantas trunk services was forwarded to various cities by Australian internal services.  In response, I 

emailed Chris the two maps shown below which I drew many years ago, based on information in an article 

written by Bill Legg, published in “Air Mail News,” No. 152, March 1992. Knowing that Ed is far more 

knowledgeable on the subject than I am, I copied him into the email, asking him to check the accuracy of my 

maps. 

 

Because Ed’s very full and detailed reply contains much additional information which I am sure will be of 

interest to many members of our group, I asked him if I could include it in the Gazette and, of course, he 

kindly agreed.] 

 

  Connections with IA/QEA landplane services, 1935 ~ July 1938.     Connections with IA/QEA flying boat services from July 1938. 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

Since February 1935 the Darwin-Singapore service flown by Qantas using land planes continued their flight 

south stopping at Daly Waters to offload the West Australian mail to MacRobertson Miller Airlines (MMA). 

The remaining mail travelled by Qantas to Charleville where the NSW (Sydney), Victorian (Melbourne), South 

Australian (Adelaide) and Tasmanian (Hobart) mail was transferred to Butler Air Transport and Qantas carried 

the Queensland mail to its destination Brisbane. At Cootamundra the NSW mail was loaded onto the train 

heading to Sydney and a separate train carried the Victorian, South Australian and Tasmanian mail to 

Melbourne. From Melbourne, Tasmanian mail was flown by Holymans Airways and the South Australian mail 

went by train to Adelaide. 

 

From 1937 March 5, Guinea Airways were granted the rights to carry internal Australian mail on the Darwin 

to Adelaide service. Stops from Darwin were Daly Waters, Tennant Creek, Alice Springs, Oodnadatta, Farina 

and Adelaide. 
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With the introduction of the flying boats there was a change in the distribution of incoming mail at Darwin 

from August 4 1938. Now MMA picked up the Western Australia at Darwin and flew it via Wyndham, Halls 

Creek, Derby, Broome, Port Hedland, Onslow, Carnarvon and Geraldton to Perth. To service the places, some 

were cattle stations, now abandoned but previously supplied on its way to Daly Waters such as Fitzroy 

Crossing, Ord River, Ivanhoe, Wave Hill and Victoria River Downs, MMA maintained a separate internal 

service based on Wyndham. At the same time MMA also supplied aircraft and crew from Wyndham for the 

Flying Doctor service known at the time as the Australian Aerial Medical  Service.   

  

Guinea Airways were permitted to fly the international mail for South Australian, Victorian and Tasmanian 

mail for the first time. This meant that Daly Waters was no longer a stopping place for MMA on the 

international mail route but it was still serviced by Guinea Airways. 

  

Qantas had also maintained their land plane service route towards Darwin but terminated at Daly Waters. The 

service was twice weekly from Brisbane to Mt. Isa and weekly to Daly Waters. This service is quite often left 

out of the equation and has raised issues in the past. So Daly Waters, despite its insignificance in the scheme 

of things, was serviced by three airlines! 

 

As I stated, the service change in 1938 is often forgotten partly because it is almost “hidden” in the Eustis 

description. [Nelson Eustis, “The Australian Air Mail Catalogue” is considered the “bible” here!] 

  

Under the date 1938 (28 July), which is principally regarding the incoming Capella flying boat there is a 

single line stating, “West Australian mail was received by MacRobertson-Miller and South Australian by 

Guinea airways Ltd.” Using item number 820a. for “Intermediates” one would expect that to refer to the 

intermediates of the England - Australia route rather than the mail flown internally from Darwin. It is only in 

researching for my email to you that I discovered I had these two treasures, even though they are a bit rough. 

  

I also referred to the establishment of the Royal Flying Doctor Service (then known as Aerial Medical 

Service) at Wyndham and include two pages from my exhibit on that topic as well if you think it appropriate. 

 

 

Imperial Airways’ Service Flight AN6 
 

By Rick Green 

 

Imperial Airways flight AN6 departed Kisumu, Kenya onboard Short Calcutta G-AATZ “City of Salonica” 

three days late and as a result missed the forward connection from Khartoum. It was thought that the East 

African mail was then held at Khartoum and forwarded on flight AN7, however the three covers presented in 

this article indicate that the mail was actually forwarded by train from Khartoum.  

 

The first cover 

(Figure 1) illustrates 

an air mail letter 

addressed to W.R. 

Gatt, a well-known 

stamp dealer in 

Valletta, Malta. The 

cover is one of two 

currently recorded 

covers addressed to 

Gatt, both posted in 

Nairobi on the 12th 

April 1931, the 

second differing only 

in that the Malta 

postage dues attached 

are 2 x 2d labels. 

 

 

Figure 1 – Nairobi to Malta Air Mail – 12th April 1931 



22         June 2023 (Issue 63)        Imperial Airways Gazette 

 
 

The cover appears to have started off reasonably straightforward, in that it was posted in Nairobi 11 AM 12th 

April 1931 and addressed to Valletta, Malta with postage paid at 50 cents.  An Air Mail label was applied and 

the cover annotated by sender “Via Cairo”. The intent of the writer being for the cover to fly to Egypt and 

then be forwarded onward by ship from Alexandria.  

 

Figure 2 is an extract from the Tanganyika Gazette dated 27th February 1931, it is understood these rates and 

rules applied similarly within Kenya at this time. As the correspondence is addressed to Malta, then as 

described it was superscribed for circulation via Egypt.  

 

What happened next seems very strange in that the Nairobi Post Office has crossed out the first air mail label 

and similarly “Via Cairo” with pencil, applied the handstamp “Air charges not fully prepaid / and diverted to 

ordinary post” in purple. The reverse (Figure 3) shows the letter was sent from Nairobi to Mombasa by train, 

for onward transit by sea, being received at 11AM 14th April 1931. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 2 – Postage Rates Tanganyika General Notice 206 

 

At Mombasa the letter was reinspected and as a result a second air mail label applied, a black pen annotation 

“air to Cairo” added and the second line of the handstamp “and diverted to ordinary post” crossed out. The 

Post office at Mombasa also applied a “T” mark and text 1/38 in red. 

 

Considering the scribed 1/38, the numerator indicated single rate, representing the ½ oz. weight and the 38 

indicated the double postage deficiency in gold franc centimes. At the time 38 centimes was equivalent to 30 

cents local currency.  The “38” double deficiency then indicates the postage was short by 15 cents or the 

Imperial surface rate at this time. It seems strange that the cover is taxed as the surface rate to Malta would be 

covered in the combined surface/air rate to Egypt. Was it such that the Post Office were still learning how to 

handle airmail letters to unusual destinations? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 3 – Nairobi to Malta Air Mail – 12th April 1931 Cover back 
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The next dated postmark is CAIRE PAR AVION 22 April 31 7-8P. With the cover sent back from Mombasa 

by rail to Kisumu it would have arrived before the 18th April. This date being the Kisumu departure date for 

flight AN6 as listed in “Movements of Aircraft on the African Route 1931-1939” by P. Wingent. The flight 

departed three days late to the timetable and arrived in Khartoum on the 19th April, missing the onward 

connection which had departed on the 18th April. The East Africa mail on Flight AN6 was then thought to 

have been held in Khartoum and forwarded by air on the next flight AN7 arriving in Cairo 26th April. 

 

The Cairo arrival date of the 22nd April in the evening indicates that the cover was not held, but was 

forwarded by rail. Figure 4, an extract from Cooks Continental timetable publishes the departure of the 

Khartoum to Cairo train service at 18:15 hrs. The arrival of AN6 in Khartoum is understood to have been 

18:00 hrs. so there would have been a rush to get the mail to the train and perhaps the train departure was held 

back slightly. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 4 – Cook’s Continental timetable March 1931 

 

The Cairo postmark date however throws up another slight conundrum in that the train service was not 

scheduled to arrive in Cairo until the morning of Thursday 23rd April. It is therefore a conclusion that the post 

clerk at Cairo had forgotten to change the date of the handstamp. The mail would then have been forwarded 

by train to Alexandria, probably departing on Pullman Express service at 09:30hrs service arriving at 

Alexandria at 12:50 hrs (Figure 5). 

 

Figure 5 – Cook’s Continental timetable March 1931 

 
In 1931 SITMAR (Società Italiana Trasporti Marittimi) was operating an express postal service (Linee Postali 

celeri) Alexandria to Genoa maritime service via Syracuse and Naples using the vessels S.S. Ausonia and S.S. 

Esperia. Two examples of the timetable for this service are presented in figure 6, one showing the name of the 

two vessels involved. This indicates the scheduled Alexandria departure being Thursday 23rd April at 

15:00hrs. 
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Figure 6 – SITMAR timetable April 1931 Genoa to Alexandria and return 

 

The service departing 23rd April was undertaken by S.S. Esperia and the cover to Malta would be carried to 

Syracuse arriving Saturday 25th April. From here it was sent to Malta onboard the Cassar and Company 

vessel RMS Knight of Malta which departed Syracuse 16:00hrs arriving Malta 22:00hrs Saturday. The mail at 

Valletta was not handled until Monday morning explaining the arrival date stamp of 7:00AM 27th April 1931. 

The Malta post office appears to have interpreted the 1/38 marking by reading 100/38, the 100 indicating 

single rate then calculating postage due as 100/38 multiplied by the normal surface rate from Malta to Kenya 

(1½d) so 1.5 x 100/38 = 3.94, rounded up to 4d, matching the Malta dues applied.  

 

The second cover (Figure 7) is from a private collection, this image presented being copied from the net. It is 

included within this article in that it shows that the mail to Europe carried on AN6 was forwarded by ship 

from Alexandria to Greece. The cover was posted at Mbarara Uganda 13th April 1931 and forwarded by air 

by AN6 from Port Bell. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 7– Mbarara Uganda to Marseilles. 

 

The reverse of the cover shows the Athens arrival postmark Sunday 26th April 1931 at 10AM, the postmark 

does not contain the Greek “By Air” so would indicate arrival by surface. It is currently not known which 

packet service carried the mail but one possibility was the Egyptian Line 'Khedivial Mail Lines' whom at the 

time ran several services around the eastern Mediterranean. Upon arrival at Greece the mail was forwarded to 

Marseilles but by which route is not clear. The Simplon Orient Express would depart Athens Sunday 26th 

April at 13:30hrs and arrive at Milan 17:05hrs Tuesday 28th April so this letter must have been forwarded part 

or all the way by an existent air route. 

 

The third cover (Figure 8) is a registered cover addressed to Northampton posted at Kampala 16th April 1931 

and being flown on flight AN6 arriving Northampton 29th April 1931. Beyond the Kampala registered 

postmark, the back shows no further interim markings indicative that the mail to London was in a closed bag. 
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Figure 8– Kampala Uganda to Northampton 

 

The Post Office daily list for April 29th 1931 as shown in Figure 9 indicated the expected arrival of AN6 mail 

from East Africa on the 1st May 1931, the arrival date of flight IW107 that departed Alexandria by Short 

Calcutta G-EBVH “City of Athens” 27th April 1931. 

Figure 9– UK Post Office List 29th April 1931 

 

The cover figure 8 however shows the arrival in UK in advance of IW107 leading to the question on how the 

London mail was handled at Cairo/Alexandria when it arrived on the 22nd / 23rd April 1931. It is seen from 

cover 1 to Malta this progressed on packet ship to Syracuse and from cover 2 to Marseilles this went by 

packet ship to Greece.  

 

Because of the lack of interim postmarks on the UK cover, the following explanation is one possible solution. 

The London bag was also placed on the packet service to Greece arriving 26th April 1931 at 10:00hrs. This 

would give sufficient time to be transferred to join the Simplon Orient Express which departed daily from 

Athens at 13:30 hrs. and arrived Paris Gare de Lyon 08:45 hrs. Wednesday 29th April. It would then be placed 

on the Imperial London Paris Service departing at 10:00 hrs. arriving London 12:30 hrs. giving enough time to 

be transferred to Northampton. 

 

Based upon the interpretation of the covers then Table 1 presents one possible solution for AN6 itinerary 

through to London. It should be noted that this is a solution that fits the departure and arrival postmark of 

cover 3 to Northampton. 
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 Date Day Arrive Depart  Comments 

Mwanza 18-04-31 Saturday  AM City of Salonica  

Kisumu 18-04-31 Saturday  AM City of Salonica  

Port Bell 18-04-31 Saturday 10:55 12:00 City of Salonica  

Juba 18-04-31 Saturday 16:30  City of Salonica  

Juba 19-04-31 Sunday  05:30 City of Salonica  

Khartoum 19-04-31 Sunday 18:00  City of Salonica  

Khartoum 19-04-31 Sunday  PM Sudan Railways Timetable departure 18:15hrs 

Cairo 23-04-31 Thursday AM  Sudan Railways Timetable arrival 07:00hrs 

Cairo 23-04-31 Thursday  09:30  Pullman Express 

Alexandria 23-04-31 Thursday 12:50    

London mail - Possible Onward Solution  

Alexandria    ??   (Khedivial Mail Lines?) 

Athens 26-04-31 Sunday AM    

Athens 26-04-31 Sunday  13:30 Simplon Orient 

Exp. 

 

Milan  28-04-31 Tuesday 17:05 17:25 Simplon Orient 

Exp. 

 

Paris 29-04-31 Wednesday 08:45  Simplon Orient 

Exp. 

Paris Gare de Lyon 

Paris 29-04-31 Wednesday  10:00 Imperial Airways  

London 29-04-41 Wednesday 12:30   London Croydon 

Table 1 – AN6 Itinerary 

 

Unfortunately, this article does not answer all questions about flight AN6 however it does indicate the 

departure from Khartoum by rail. By which maritime service the mail transited to Greece is not yet identified, 

nor how the cover onwards from Greece to Marseilles actually progressed. 

 

In preparing this article I wish to thank Peter Wingent for providing the Cooks Continental Timetable March 

1931 (Figures 4 and 5) and Post Office Daily Notice figure 9. 

 

 

Imperial Airways’ flying boat landed off Bembridge 
 

By Peter Wingent 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The very ordinary, plain cover shown above was involved in an unusual incident when nearing the end of its 

journey from South Africa.  It was posted in Durban on 7 September 1938 and departed the next day at 06.30 

on board the Imperial Airways’ Short S23 flying boat Camilla which was operating service DN125. She 

departed Marseilles to schedule at 05.18 on 12 September but the pilot, Captain H.A.S. Alger, found that upon 
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arrival over Southampton, the landing area was shrouded by fog.  Rather than making an attempt to land, he 

deemed it to be safer to turn back down Southampton Water to look for a landing area clear of fog.  This he 

found in the English Channel, about one mile off Bembridge, Isle of Wight, and he landed there at 09.40. 

 

The local coastguard saw the flying boat land and alerted the lifeboat station which launched its boat and a 

destroyer put out from Portsmouth, both seeking to ascertain if the flying boat was in trouble.  The vessels 

returned to port after being assured by Captain Alger that all was well, and Camilla took off at 10.40 and 

landed 40 minutes later off Berth 108 in the New Docks. 

 

The incident was reported in the 13 September 1938 edition of The Southern Daily Echo, shown below: 

 

 

Captain Alger’s log books are held at the Solent Sky Museum in Southampton and back in the 1980s, the then 

Archivist kindly allowed me to copy them. The extract below shows the landing at Bembridge. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Camilla moored at Berth 101, Southampton docks. 
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Imperial Airways freight customs label 
 

Provided by Duncan Crewe 

 

Duncan kindly sent me the scan shown below of an extremely unusual I.A. freight label. In his email to me 

Duncan wrote, “It is the same size as similar freight labels (6 inches across) but it is designated Form 485. I 

have never seen one before.” 

 

 

 

 

 

For the record, our Zoom meetings, December 2022 to May 2023 
 

December 2022: 

Sue Burn - Charles Ulm, part 2. 

Nick Arrow - ‘Twas Christmas day in the barracks. 

John Sims - First civilian use of post WW2 air letters to Australia. 

Duncan Crewe - Inside Imperial Airways. 

Pete Halmkin - Flights AS1 & AN1. 

Laurence Kimpton - EAMS covers from Canada and New Zealand. 

Peter Wingent - Air mail from East Africa to India. 
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January 2023: 

Bob Robertson - Ulm’s final flight. 

Peter Wingent - An East Africa miscellany. 

Robert Duns - Some new acquisitions. 

Laurence Kimpton - P.G. Taylor’s Indian Ocean survey flight, 1939. 

Ed Wolf - Australian air mail letter cards, airgraphs and Forces air letters. 

 

February 2023: 

Duncan Crewe - Hong Kong – Air Orient, a rival to I.A. 

Peter Richards - The Belgian Congo – use of IA/BOAC services, 1939-1942. 

David Bradley - An early air mail cover from Porto Amélia in Mozambique. 

Robert Duns - Switzerland to New Zealand, 1924-1945. 

Peter Wingent - A South Africa miscellany. 

 

March 2023: 

Duncan Crewe - Jipex cards. 

Peter Richards - Fort Lamy via IA/BOAC, 1936-1942. 

Rick Green - Imperial airways service AN6. 

Robert Duns - Belgian Congo to New Zealand, 1943-1945. 

Peter Wingent - Connections between Africa and the Far East. 

 

April 2023: 

Keith Harrop - Postcards by air. 

Peter Richards - BOAC 1940 last flights from West Africa, some detective work. 

Sue Burn - Smithy and the lady Southern Cross. 

Peter Wingent - BOAC West Africa ~ U.K. service, 1940-1945. 

 

May 2023: 

Duncan Crewe - Imperial Airways pilot postcards. 

Peter Wingent - June 1937. 

Robert Duns - China and Hong Kong to New Zealand, 1936-1945. 
 


